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ABSTBACT 

United States counties were classified along a 
dimension of urban*rural residence. At one extreme of the dimension 
were inner cities of greater metropolitan areas; at the other extreme 
were totally rural counties without direct proximity to a 
metropolitan center* The socioeconomic characteristics of each county 
were compared for 1970 and for 1960-*70 trends. Comparisons were made 
of the differences between the total population and the minority 
population as to: (1) the limitations imposed by the age and 
education structures; (2) the employment opportunities they offer; 
and (3) their incomes and economic prosperity. Socioeconomic 
characteristics examined included population distribution and growth, 
age, sex, family structures, geographic mobility, education, labor 
force participation, occupational status, income, and incidence of 
poverty. Data were collected from the 1960 and 1970 Censuses of 
Population. Counties were grouped into 10 residence categories to 
delineate them into metro and nonmetro categories by size of the 
metro area of which each metro county is a part, and by numbor of 
urban residents and geographic proximity to a metro area for rural 
areas. Findings indicated that the population of totally rural 
nonmetro counties, compared with that of other counties, had a 
relatively low level of current socioeconomic status and future 
potential. (Author/NQ) 
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SUMMARY* 



.Htaliih artN uti iho avt^r^e, luwrr far popio in totally 
rurd iiotiti)4arn|)olitdti rouiitir^ of the UntU'd Static 
than for popubtioti in othvr m^s. llowi'V^'r, urbaniyjHl 
nunnietropoiitan coiinlit^h comi^arc qinie favt^^ably with 
tlir iiK'tropolitan mh tor in lerm^ of limr populations^ 
rompoi^ition and Moirioin'onomic ^tattl^, Hnt acroi^ all 10 
i:at«'^omti of rural and urbiin orii^ntatiun delinratcd in 
ihii* ^tudy, tluTt" mv Kubhtanlial diffi^rnca^^ between the 
total population and the minority population. 

Population <!hange during the 1960s ranged from a 
33«5^pereent inerea^* in fringt* eountie.s of greater 
metropolitan (metro) art;a.s to a 4.4-pcrrent dnelint' in 
totally rural nonmetropolitan (nonmetro) eountien not 
ai^jaertit to a melrt> area, (truwth fur metro eountieb 

a ]];mup was 17 ptTernl. but t>nly 4,4 pendent for 
nonmetro eountit^N lar^jely iM^eauhi' of net outmigration 
of 5.6 p«'n ent The minority population grew by over 
om'^kiird in metro euuntie^^, but deelinrd 4.6 pvreent in 
nonmetro eountieh. 

In 197(K median agt- in the more ruraboriented 
^Mnlntii>^ was ^substantially older than that in nn*tri> 
eountit\s and in the moM urbani/ed nonmetro eountieA. 

Only s(i|yht variation^ in family .structure, as denoted 
by the ineidenee of lni.sband-wife familitui and the 
number of ehildren under IB yearn old living with both 
parents, existed across the county groups. However, 
unstable family characteristics were far more prevalent 
among the minority population than among the total 
population. 

Median years of school completed by the population 
25 years old and over in 1970 mnged from about 10 
yoars in totally rural nonmetro countitis to a little over 
12 years in metro countieii and in the most urbanized 

•A more dtnailed survey of findinjgs appears on pp. 61*63. 



nonmetro eountie^. For 16; to 17-year-oltls, s(4ioo] 
dbopout rales wt^^'e h^jher in nonmetro eountit^s than in 
metro counties, and highest of all amoitg minoritit^s in 
nonmetro eounties. 

The labor force grew 44 pen^^nt in fringi' eounties of 
greater metro areas during the ]%0V, but decline^l 0,4 
percent in totally rural are^ts not adjacent to a metro 
ari*a» The IKS* mal<' labor forc«» increased ^.7 pendent 
during the deeadc, and th«* f<>male lal)or fon^e, 37.5 
pm^enl. 

Nonmetro counties, although accounting for 80 
pi^reent of the loss of employment opp4>rtunities in 
extraetivi* industries, aceount«*d for almost two-thinls of 
the gain in manufacturing employment during the 
I960 s, £mpioyment in service industries in nonmetro 
counties, on the other hand, grew only 28»6 percent, 
compared with 40 percent in metro counties. 

Differences in income ami the incid<ne«^ of poverty 
between the metro and nonmetro counties residted fmm 
differences in population cliaractmstic^ such as .age and 
educational attainment, as wdl as from differences in 
the type and availalnlity of employment opfHirtunities. 
The incidence of poverty among families with employed 
male household heads was 8.5 percent in nonmetro 
areas, compart d with 3*4 percent in metro areas. Among 
minorities, this figure was 14 pt?reenl at the l),S, level, 
9.6 percent in nn^tro art!as, and 31.7 percent in 
nonmetro areas. 

Wage^ and Varies were slightly le&s important a& a 
Murce of income in nonmetro counties than in tnetro 
counties, and least important in the most rural counties. 
Self-employment income (both farm and nonfarm), on 
the othfir Itand, was more important in nonmetro 
counties and most important in the most rural counties. 
Social security and public assistance income were higher 
as a percentage of total income in nonmetro counties. 
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INTRODUCTION 



Thin nfport compai^n the aock^economic charactianB^ 
tkB of fnctro)ioIiUin (metfo) and tionmciropolitan (tiom 
melro) populaiiom tot 1970 and dbcuiui^ 1960>^7O 
trends in them characierblic&. Our g<in«ral a^umpiion ih 
that population charactcri^tica differ according to an 
area's degree of urban orientaticm* Ait urbaniaation^ aB 
wdl as improvementa in Iran^rtation and communica- 
tion, tien areas of the United States ever closer^ inter- 
dependence among eommunitieB becomes stronger. Few 
areas are cither totally urbm or totally rural oriented. 
Hence, this report is concerned with comparisons within 
the metro and nonmetoo sectors as well as with aggregate 
metro-nonmetro comparisons* 

Counties of the United States are classified along a 
dimension of urban^rurid residence for purposes of the 
analysis. At one extreme of the ditnension are inner 
cities ^f greater metro areas^ while at the other extreme 
are totally rural counties without direct proxunUy to a 



metro center. Betweim tlie extreme mt thousands of 
areas which in varying ili'|jr<'es are influenced by and 
oriented to both url>an and rural environments. 

Socioeconomic data are an important input in the 
planning^ developments and operation of communities. 
Such data incn^asc one s understanding of the reciprocal 
rdationships between demographic^ economic, and 
social processes, and then^by provide an increiisingly 
firm background for policymakers in government and 
business to um; in their planning operations. 

This report provides insights into differences among 
American communities^ as to (a) the limitations impos(td 
by the age and education structures of their populations, 
(b) the employment opportunities they offer, and (c) 
their incomes and economic pn>sperity. The report 
should be useful to people intcre^ed in national growth 
policy, population distribution, and rural development. 



HISTORICAL TRENDS 



The structure of contemporary American com^ 
munities contrasts sharply witii that of colonial timest 
Two hundred years of social and economic changes have 
tnmsfomied the onginal rural, a^icultural society to an 
urban* industrial one. This transfonnation has affected 
communities at all leveb of the urban hierarchy. Rapid 
^wth of nonfarm induftriea has tramfoimed many 
communities into la^ urban centers. Still other 
medium-sized and wnaller communities have demon^ 
strated growth and vitality and have emerged as a mqor 
focus of social and econmnic life in rural and mall^town 
America^ At the same time^ many rural communities, 
remaining dependent on a^ultural or other extractive 
industries, have decUned in siaeand economic vitality. 

For 200 years, mUlions of Americans have been borp 
to farm families or fniUies in smaU, rural communities 
only to find their lifer's wi^k in urban, industrial centers. 
In 1790, according to the first ofiteial census, there were 



3.7 million rural people^l9 out of every 20 Americans 
(table 1). Since then, the n^ral population has grown, 
but has declined as a percentage of the total. By 1920, 
the Nation had become predominantly urbane with the 
number of urtian residents exceeding that of rural areas* 
In 1970, only one-fourth (53.9 million) of all Amerk:ans 
were '.iassed as rurd and less than 1 in 20 lived on fmv^ 
(9.7 million). Further, whereas in 1790 there ^were no 
XJJS. cities of over 50,000 people, by 3970, over 
one-third of all Americans lived in such cities and almost 
1 in 10 Americana lived in urban places of 1 million or 
more people. 

Technological innova^iiions have had a substantial 
impact on the structure of American society and have 
been an underlying factor in l).S. urbanisation and 
industrialiaation. Innovations in firming— such as chemi- 
cal fertiliaera, improved crop and animal varieties, and, 
most important of all, substitution of machines for 



ERLC 



Table 1 -U.S. population, by midenc«« 1 790-1 9?0 





(Mil.) 


Urban 


.Rural 


Living in places of : 


Mil. 


Percent 
of U.S. 


Total 


Nonfarfli 


Farm 


10,000 or more 


50*000 or more 


Mil. 


Percent 
OfU.S. 


Mil. 


Percent 
ofU.S. 


Mit 


Percent 
of U.S. 


Mil. 


Percent 

oru.s. 


Mi). 


.Percent 
ofU.S. 


1790 


3.9 


0,2 


5.1 


3.7 


94.9 


• • « 


• • • 


1. • * 


^ * * 


0.1 


2.8 


... 


« • « 


IB20 


9.6 


0.7 


7,2 


8.9 


92.8 


m m m 




% to * 




0.4 


4.6 


0.3 


2.6 


1850 


23.2 


3.5 


15.3 


19.6 


84.7 




» * • 




* % 


2.6 


11.3 


1.5 


6.3 


1880 


50,2 




28.2 


36.0 


71.8 






• » » 


... 


10.8 


21.5 


7.2 


H.3 


1900 


76.2 


30.2 


39.7 


45.8 


60.3 




^ ^ « 


» * «. 




24.1 


31.6 


16.9 


22.2 


1910 


92.2 


42.0 


45.7 


50.0 


54.3 










34.1 


37.0 


24.5 


26.6 


1920 


106.0 


54.2 


51.2 


51.6 


48.8 


19.6 


18.5 


32.0 


30.2 


44.9 


42.3 


32.8 


30.9 


1930 


123.2 


69.0 


56.2 


53.8 


43.8 


23.3 


19.0 


30.5 


24.9 


58.5 


47.5 


43.0 


34.9 


1940 


132.2 


74.4 


56.5 


57.2 


43.5 


26.7 


20.3 


30.5 


23.2 


62.9 


47.6 


45.5 


34.4 


1950 


151.3 


95.8 


64.0 


54.5 


36.0 


31.4 


20.8 


23.0 


15,2 


74.2 


49.0 


53.5 


35.3 


1960 


179.3 


125.3 


69.9 


54.1 


30.1 


38.4 


21.4 


15.0 


8.7 


97.4 


54.3 


64.8 


36.2 


1970 


203.2 


149.3 


73.5 


53.9 


26.5 


44.2 


21.7 


9.7 


4? 


112.5 


55.3 


73.2 


36.0 



Souicc: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census* 

rnutipowi'r have rrMihiui in inon'aM'd yiddn and pro** 
ilui'livtly. Hut Ihoy hav*' rn^tt'<i a ^iirplut^ of 
fann-liorn anil fann*r«'ar«*d labor rt\M(Hiroos (loblo 2). 
(iloneomiiantly, jj:rowth and innovations in tht' nonfann 
wvtor hav** pn>duri*d i^mploymml opportunili«*h in 
industry for Mirphi.^ fann labor. Tbon* transformations 



havr been mutually interdependent and reinforcing, and 
henee it debatable wbetber tbe agrieultural ehanges 
bave bmugbt on tbe industrial cbangt^, or vice vensa* 

As teebnologieal innovations revolutionize^} agri- 
culture, tbey were creating indu>trial and «>tber non- 
agrieultural opportunities a^ welK Of tbese far-reaching 



Table 2 - Increases tn labor productivity and outmigration of the farm popubtton 



period 


Labor productivity in farming 


Period 


Annual average net outmigra- 
tion from the farm population 


Corn for grain 


Wheat I 


Cotton 




Hrs. per 1 00 bushels 


Hrs. per bale 




Thousands 


Percent 




Man houis per unit of production; 








About 1800 


344 


373 


601 








About 1840 


276 


233 


439 








About 1880 ...... 


180 


152 


304 








1910-14 


135 


106 


276 
















1920-25 


666 


2.1 


1925-29 


115 


74 


286 


1925-30 


593 


1.9 










1930-35 


58 


0.2 


1935-39 


108 


67 


209 


1935-40 


708 


2.3 










1940-45 


1,602 


5.8 


1945-49 


S3 


34 


146 


1945^0 


677 


2.8 










1950-55 


1.115 


5.4 


1955-59 


20 


17 


74 


1955-60 


910 


5.2 










1960-65 


794 


5.7 


1965^9 


7 


11 


30 


1965-70 


594 


5.5 


1970-72 

t 


6 


9 


25 


1970-73 


113 


1.2 



Soitrcc: Productivit) estimates from: Wayne Rasnutsen. "The Impact of Technological Change on American Agriculture, 
1862-1962," Journal of Economic History 1962;and U.S. Dept. of Atf., Agricultural Statistics, 1973, tuble 651 . Migration data from: 
Vera J. Banks and Calvin L. Beale, Farm Population Estimates, 19101970, U.S. Dept. of Agr., Rural Development Service, July 1973. 
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changes, nom wad more fundamental than the applica- 
tion of i^team, electricity, and the interna) combustion 
engine to industry, comniunici^tion^ and ^nsportation. 
New modes of transportation and communication po^ 
mitted great cities to dominate Bmaller cities and other 
communities in their surrounding tributary area. These 
outlying communities, heretofore relatively autono* 
mous, became si^bordinate to the metropolis and inte- 
grated with it. Henci":, noi cities in genoraU but metro* 
politan cities in particular dominate contemporary 
American society. 

The consequences of technological changes in agri*> 
culture and the resulting human exodus from farming 
have iieen devastating for many rural communities. Not 
only has the demand for farm labor decreased but so has 
the demand for many of the goods and services that 
rural communities provide These rural service centers 
have had to adapt to cbanges in their environments, and 
adaptation has not always been easy or successful. Rural 



communities faced with declining farm job opportuni- 
tieS) and with nonfarm job growth unable to fill the gap^ 
have lost millions of people-particularly the young, 
better educated^ and more skilled- through migration to 
more economicidly viable areas. 

In contrast, many larger nonmetro cities have expert^ 
enced growth ttnd vitality in recent years. They have 
adapted to technological changes by emerging as the 
providers of employment opportunities, services, and 
amenities to their own reside tits as well as to the 
residents of nearby smaller towns and rural areas. 

Metropolitani^ation of American society has dimin- 
ished differences between urban and rural communities, 
but we cannot assume that no important differences 
remain. As Sorokin (1927) remarked, '"Urbanization. . . 
means only an approach of (the rural world^s) character*- 
istics to the characteristics of the urban world but does 
not mean a complete obliteration of all differences 
between them.*^ 



METHOD OF ANALYSIS 



Population data are derived from the l%Oand 1970 
Censuses of Population. The 1960 census data are based 
on a 25-percent sample of the population, and the 1970 
data are from 20^percent and 15-pcrcent sampK^s. 

To compare differences in socioeconomic characteris- 
tics by metro and nonmetro sectors, counties were 
chosen as the units of analysis and were grouped into 10 
residence categories. Each category represents a degree 
of urban orientation. This classification scheme (defined 
more fully below) delineates counties into n^etro and 
nonmetro categories hy size of the mf tro area of which 
each metro county is a part, and for nonmetro counties 
by the number of urban n^sidenlrt and geographic 
proximity to a metro area. 

This classification allows one to break the UJS^ 
population into meaningful residence groups. It has 
more potential than the traditional rural-urban and 
metro-nonmetro dichotomies in appraising differences in 
population characteristics among American communi- 
ties. Substantial diversity among cities and counties of 
metro and nonmetro areas has been demonstrated by 
prior resi^arch, which has also shown that gross compari- 
sons of urban and rural or metro and nonmetro 
communities are severely limited (Ogburn, 1937; Dun- 
can and Reisfi, 1958; Hathaway, *'t. al.,1968). Duncan 
and Reiss indicate that *The urban-rural classification 
himps together in a single category the town of 5,000 
inhabitants and the metropolis of 500,000. But differ- 
ences among urban centers of different sizes are fre- 
quently as significant as the differences between the 
urban and rural populations as a whole/' 



All counties and county equivalents are grouped 
according to their official Office' of Management and 
Budget (0MB) 1973 metropolitan-nonmetropolitan 
designation.^ Metro counties are further divided by the 
population si^.e of the Standard Metropolitan Statistic^ 
Area (SMSA) of which they are a part,^ Counties within 
metro areas of 1 million people or more are classified a^ 
greater metro and further divided into core and subur- 
ban (fringe) counties. Constituent counties of metro 
aread of 250,000 to 999,999 people are classified as 
medium metro, and small metro counties of less than 
250,000 persons are classified as lesser metro counties. 

Nonmetro counties are divided according to the 
aggregate size of their urban populations and their 
geographic proximity to metro areas.^ Urbanized, less 



*In April 1973, OMB designated a number of counties as 
metropolitan. Data here were compUed prior to the final 
announcement and recognize only 612 metropolitan counties 
rather than the April 1973 total of 626. 

Standard Mctropohtan Statistical Area (SMSA) is a 
county or a group of contiguous counties which conuin at least 
one city of 50*000 inhabitants or more, ox twin cities with a 
combined population of at least 50,000. In addition, contiguous 
counties are included in an SMSA if according to certain criteria 
they are socially and economically integrated with the central 
city. 

'Urt)an nonmetro population resides in incorporated and 
unincorporated towns and cities of at least 2,500 inhabitants. 
Proximity to metro areas is indicated by geographic contiguity 
and at least 1 percent of the labor force commuting to the metro 
central county for work. Boundary-contiguity at a single point 
or corner is not counted as contiguous. 



^jrbatiked, and totally rural nonmetro counties are those 
faaviiig at least 20,000 urban residents, from 2300 to 
19,999 uri>an residents, and no uii>an residents, re^ec* 
tively. Each of the three nonmetro county groups is 
further divided inti> those contiguous to an SMSA and 
those not contiguous to an SMSA. 

In totals the 10 groups of counties (4 motro> 6 
nonmetro) represent varying degrees of urban influence 
upon the counties^ population; that is, the groupings 
represent an urban-rural dimension with ihd uioH uriian 
being the core counties of greater metro areas and the 
most rural being nonmetro counties with no urban 
residents and not adjacent to an 

Metro and nonmetro counties by county group are 
displayed in figures 1 and 2« The county groups are as 
follows: 

L Metropolitan (SMSA) counties (fig. 1): 

L Greater metropolitan-counties of SMSA s 
having at least 1 million population in 1970 
(175 counties). Examples are New York City , 
Chicago, and Los Angeles* 

a. Core counties'-counties containing the 
primary central city of greater metro areas 
(4R counties). Examples are --Cook 
County, Illinois, the five counties of New 
York City, and St. Louis City ar^ County^ 

b. Fringe counties-^suburban counties of 
greater metro areas (127 counties). Exam- 
ples are Montgomery County, Maryland, 
and Fairfax County, Virginia, of the Wasli- 
ington, D.C. metro area, or Bucks County, 
Pennsylvania, of the Philadelphia metro 
area. 

2. Medium metropolitan-these counties make up 
SMSA's of 250,000 to 999,999 population 
(258 counties). Some SMSA's that k\\ into 
this category include Phoenix, Oklahoma City, 
Madison, Birmingham, and Salt Lake City. 

3. Small metropolitan-these counties make up 
SMSA's of less than 250,000 population (179 
counties). Examples of small SMSA^s are 
Portland, Maine; Eugene, Oregon; and 
HamHton-Middletown, Oliio. 

IL Nonmetropolitan (non-SMSA) counties (fig* 2): 

4. Urbanised adjacent-counties contiguous to 
SMSA ^8 and having an aggregate urban popula- 
tion of at least 20,000 residents (191 coun- 
ties). 



5» Urbanized not ai^acent-counties not contig- 
uous to SMSA^) and h iving an a^^ate urban 
population of at l^^a^; 20,000 inhabitants (137 
counties), 

6. Less urbanised ac^iacent-counties contiguous 
to SMSA ^8 and having an aggregate uiban 
population of '^,500 to 19,999 inhabitants 
(564 counties). 

7. Less urbanized not adjacent— counties not 
contiguous to SMSA's ai^ having an aggregate 
urban population of 2,500 to 19,999 inhabit 
tants (721 counties). 

8. Totally rural a4)acent— counties contiguous to 
SMSA^s and having no uii>an population (246 
counties). 

9. Totally rural not adjacent-'counties not con- 
tiguous to SMSA^s and having no urban 
population (626 counties). 

In addition to comparing county groups, this report 
also compare 1960 and 1970 socioeconomic character- 
istics for the four Census regii^ns for the total and 
minority populations.^ 

In comparing county groups over time, the recent 
(1973) metro or nonmetro designation is used for 1960 
so that comparisons are made over constant groups of 
counties. Those counties which became officially metro 
bftween 1960 and 1973 are included in the metro 
category for both 1960 and 1970* This permits analysis 
among currently designated metro countic:^ at two 
points in time. However, nonmetro rates of change 
between 1960 and 1970 for a number of items may be 
depressed by the inclusion of aome rapidly changing 
counties in the metro category that were nonmetro at 
the be^nning of the period (1960). With rei^ect to 
population growth, for example, newly designated metro 
counties grew by 25.3 percent, compared with 16.4 
percent for those that were metro in both 1960 and 
1970 and only 44 percent for those that were nonmetro 
at both times. 

^ Since 84 percent of the nonmetro minority population 
resides in the southern region, data are presented in thU report 
for the minority populations of the United States and the South, 
but not for the other repons. Minority population conesponds 
to the census concept of ''Negro and other races population/* 
This cd^tegoxy includes persons who indicated their race as one of 
the following* Negro (Negro and Black). American Indian, 
Japanese, Chinese^ Filipino, Hawaiian, Korean, Aleut, and 
Eskimo'* A de^^Ued discussion of this concept is found in the 
1970 Census C/. Guide (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1970). 
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POPULATION 



enced moderate gains. In the more rural cci^nties, 
population lodses were due to otitmigration and espe- 
cially to the loss of faim^sand fann^elated population. 
The Northeast region deviated from this patttea'n with 
moderately high mtes of growth in its totally rural 
counties. Population growth rates varied across the four 
regions, with the West and South l«^ading the Northeast 
and North Central (app. table 1)« The national growth 
rate of the minority population exceeded that of the 
total population, but, m the South, the minority 
population grew at a slower pace than the total. In the 
South, the minority population increased less rapidly in 
* metro areas than did the total population (19.4 percent 
vs. 22,4 percent). Furthermore, the minority population 
in southern nonmetro areas declined 7.5 percent, while 
the total population m these areas rose 3.1 percent. 

Intercounty variation in the rate of population 
change was greater for the minority population than for 
the total population, but the overall metro-nonmetro 
pattern of growth and decline was similar for both 
groups (fig. 3). In contrast to the total population, 
however, the minority group population increased sub- 
stantially in core counties of grt^ter metro areas (43 
percent vs. 11 percent). In the other metro categories, 
there was little difference in the pattern of population 

Table 3-Distxibution of population^ by metn) and nornnetro counties and lace. 1970 and I960 



DISTRIBUTION AND GROWTH 
In 1970, fully 73 percent of the Nation's total 
population and 77 percent of the minority population 
lived in metro areas (table 3). However^ the minority 
population was substantially more concentrated in core 
counties of greater SMS As than was the total popula^^ 
tion (43.3 percent vs. 29.1 percent). 

Between 1960 and 1970, the nonmetro areas grew in 
population by 4.4 percent while metro areas ^ew by 17 
percent (fig. 3). The minority population grew by 34.3 
percent in metro areas and declined by 4.6 percent in 
nonmetro i^cas. However, these aggregate figures mask 
differences within the metro and nonmetro categories. 
Fringe counties of greater metro areas ^ew by 33.5 
percent (from 19 million to 25 million people), or three 
times the percentage growth of the neighboring core 
counties. Medium and lesser metro counties grew by 
17.5 and 15,4 percent, respectively.* 

Within the nonmetro sector, less ufbanized counties 
lost population, while more urbanized counties experi- 



'For a discussion of more recent population trends* see 
Calvin L. Bcale, "Rural Development: Population and Settle* 
ment Prospects,** Journal of Soil and Water Conservation^ Vol. 
29, No. I (Jan.-Fcb.), 1974, pp. 23-28. 





1970 


1960 


County type 


Total 
population 


Minority 


Total 
population 


Minority 




Number of 
persons 


Percentage 


Number of 
persons 


Percentage 


Numt>er of 
persons 


Percent^^e 


Numt>er of 
persons 


Percentage 



U.S. total 

Metro total 

Gieatei metiow:oie . . . 
Greatet metro-fringe . . 

Medium metro 

Lener metro ....... 

Nonmetro total . . 

Urbanized adjacent . . . 
Urbanized not adjacent 
Lest urbanized 

accent 

Less urbaiiized not 

adjacent 

Totally rural adjacent . 
Totally rural not 

adjacent 

Source: App. table 1 



203,213 
147,996 

59.169 
25.296 
46.078 
17.453 

55,217 

13,967 
7.644 

13.307 

13,598 
2.325 

4.375 



100.0 

72.8 

29.1 
12.4 
22.7 
8.6 

27.2 

6.9 
3.8 

6.5 

6.7 
l.I 

2.3 



25,106 

19.276 

10.878 
1.381 
5.242 
1.775 

5,830 

1,085 
875 

1,6C1 

M70 
349 

451 



100.0 
76.7 

43.3 
5.5 

20.9 
7.1 

23.3 

4.4 

3.5 

6.4 

5.8 
1.4 

1.8 



179.306 

126.443 

53,156 
18.934 
39.222 
16.130 

52,863 

12.435 
7.088 

12.788 

13.661 
2.315 

4,576 



100.0 

70.5 

29.6 
10.6 
21.9 
8.4 

29.5 

6.9 
4.0 

7.1 

7.6 
1.3 

2.6 



20.468 

14.357 

7,591 
906 
4.299 
1.560 

6.112 

1.018 
891 

1.716 

1^16 
380 

490 



100.0 
70,1 

37.1 
4.4 

21.0 
7.6 

29.9 

4.9 
4.4 

8.4 

7.9 
1.9 

2.4 
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growth rales between the two gfoups (although the 
magtiitudes of the rates differ). For both groups, total 
md minority^ population growth was mo^ lapid in 
fringe areas of gteat^ SMSA^s foUowed by medium 
SMS As and nrndl metro areas. 

A comp^f^^n of nonmetro cat^ories i^ows that the 
minority population grew by 6 percent in urbanised 
eounties au>jent to an SMSA and declined in ifi otho^ 
county groups. Once again^ although the magnitudes of 
the rales <3iffer, the paltern of growth and decline 
between the 10 county groups is quite similar fc^ both 
the total and minority populations. 

COMPONENTS OF POPULATION CHANGE 
^Population change is the product of two 
components-natural increase and net migration. Natural 
increase represents the excess of births over deat}», 
while net migration represents the difference between 
the number of persons moating into an area and the 
number mi^ating from it.* The consequences of popula- 
tion change in a community are more clearly understood 
if one determine whether growth or decline attribute 
able to natural increase or decrease, to net migration^ or 
to a combination of both. A growing community which 
has gained population through natural increase, even 
thoii^h it has lost residents through net outmigration, 
faces a different set of carcumstances than a community 
which has gained population through both c<miponent& 
The population of metro counties, in the aggregate, 
grew by 17 percent between 1960 and 1970. Nataral 



*Net misTation comprises both net immigration from 
abroad and net internal migration. Another factor in population 
change, redefinitton of areas, is not applicable in this report since 
a constant 1973 deHnition of metropolitan and nonmetropoUtan 
counties is carried throughout. 

Components of population change data are compUcd tiom 
several sources. Estimates of births and deaths are based on 
reported viul statistics, and net migration is estimated by 
subtracting natural increase from net population change* Net 
population change is derived from the 1950, 1960, and 1970 
census reports,for counties. The 1970 Census counts u^ in this 
compilation arc from the 1970 Census ot Population, Ad^nce 
Report FC(V2) for each S^te. Hiese data are not precisely 
comparable to the 1970 Census of Fopulation, fourth count 
sample data. Pai used in the comi^ation of app, table 1 and 
fig. 3. The patterns of population diange indicated in both sets 
of data are quite similar, hou^ver, and the components of 
population change data can be used with confidence to examine 
the dynamics of population ^ai^ among the county residence 
categories used in this report. <See: UJS. Sureau of the Census 
(1971) for a thorough discussion of the components of 
population change data.) 

These data are not available by race except for those counti» 
in which Negroes and other races represent 10 percent of the 
I960 population or I0«000 population in 1960. Hence, we do 
not present data by race for components of population i^nge In 
this report. 



increase accounted for the greater part of tlus growth. 
This was the case for all metro county types except 
frin^ areas of greater SMSA's. Despite a relatively high 
rate of naturd increase in these areas-largely because of 
an age structar€ favorable to high fertility-inmigration 
exceeded natural increase. ]r migration was from the 
core of the SMSA s (i.e., sulurbaiusation) as well as 
from other metro and nonmetro areas. 

The 4.4-pereent population grow* rale in nonmetopo 
areas resulted from natural increase (10*1 percent) 
offsetting losses from outmigration (-5.6 percent) (fig* 
4). Nonmetro counties were, therefore, exporters of 
people during the 1960's, but they did not export all 
their natural increase. The ability of nonmetro areas to 
retain part of their natural population increase varied 
conaderably by county residence type, however. For 
example, urlmnized adjacent counties and less urbanised 
nut adjacent counties had similar rates of natural 
increase (1L3 and 9.2 percent, rei^ectivdy), but the 
former ^w in population and the latter declined. This 
is because tiie less urbanised areas lost population 
through outmigration during the decade (--9.7 percent), 
while the urbanised adjacent counties gained slightly 
through inmigration (1 percent). Totally rural counties 
not adjacent to an SMSA had the highest rate of 
cutmi^tion dimng the decade (^12*2 percent). This 
figure substantially exceeds the rate of natural increase 
and consequendy such counties experienced absolute 
declines in population. 

Compwng the 1950*s with the 1960 s reveals essen- 
tiaUy similar patt^s. In most cases, however, the rates 
of natorid increase and net miration were considerably 
^eater during the etflier decade. For example, non- 
metro outmigration declined from -13.0 percent diuring 
the 1950*8 to -5.6 percent during the 1%0'8'^app. table 
2). 

In each of the four census regions, the patterns of 
natural increase and net migration are similar to the 
pattern experienced at the national level, although 
notable exceptions- can be pointed out (app. table 2). 
Totally rural counties in the Northeast, in conlrast to 
'^imiliur counties in the other three regiwis, experienced 
net inmigration during the 1960s. Other exceptions 
were in die South, where core counties of greater 
SMSA s had rates of inmigration which were nearly as 
hi^ as their rates of natiiral increase, and in the West, 
where inmi^aticm was equally as important as natural 
increase in brining about metro population growth. 

AGE AND SEX STRUCTURE OF THE POPULATION 

The age and sex structure of a society imposes 
requirements and limitatiof s on each of its institutions. 
Age and sex structure have implications for the sixe, 
composition^ and i*ntry and departure rates of the labor 
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fort^iN for fiinily formation and ^liiidbt^ring, for 
di*fnaiiil for tdditiotud housing utiita, and for Uie 
delivery of community, healths and &ocy s«rvkc8» 

Sex Structttft 

Th^ ratio of maliSD to f«»nale8 is mmewhat higher in 
nonn)«tro than in metro areaB (fig* 5). Thit^ 18 especially 
clear when comparing polar ca»ri^ such as metro counties 
(94.1 males per 100 females) and totally rural nonmetro 
counties (984 mdes per 100 feinales)« 

Comparing the four categories of metro counties for 
1970 indicotes that the greater SMSA s had lower sex 
ratic^ (mides/100 females) than did ^analler counties and 
that fringe counties had the highest sex ratios of all 
(fig. 5). Among nonmetro areas, totally niral eounties 
had the highest ratios of males to females. Sex ratios 
were lowest in the Nortlieast and highest in tlie ^e«t 
(app» tahle 3). Sex ratios were lower for the minority 
population than for the totd population. The pattern of 
urban-rurid differences in the sex ratio^ however, is 
similar for both population groups. 

Between 1960 and 1970, the ratio of males to 
females declined in all county categories^ as dtd the 
difference in sex ratios between metro and nonme^o 
areas (app* table 3). In 1960, males outnumbered 
females in totally rural counties, except in the Northeast 
and in the minority population. By 1970, tho reverse 
was true, x^nd females exceeded males in all but the 
totally rural counties not adjacent to an SMSA in the 
West. 

In the past, the ratio of males to females in rura!) areas 
has been hi^, reaching 150 in some counties.' The 
decline in the sex ratio, as well as the leveling of 
urban-rural differences in the sex ratio, are major 
alterations in the structure of the U.S. population. At 
the national level, these changes are associated with the 
growing disparity in length of life between males and 
females, the reduced influence of international immigra- 
tion^ and, to a lesser extent, to war losses. Reduction of 
the sex ratio in rural areas is related to these factors as 
well as to the decline of employment in male-oriented 
industries such as agriculture and mining. 

Age Sirattiife 

In 1970, the median age of the population was 28.3 
years in nonmetro areas and 28 years in metro areas 
(fig. 6). This overall simiiarsty masks considerable dif- 
ferences among the county categories, however. In core 
counties of greater SMSA's, the median age was 29.3 
years in 1970, 2.7 years older than the comparable 
figure for counties of lesser 5MSA s. In nonmetro areas, 
the urbanized counties had ycunger populations than 



^For example, rural counties in Nevada. 



did the more rural counties. These patterns are similar 
for the total population in all census r^ions, although 
the Northeast and North (Central had somewhat older 
populations, overidl, than did the South and the West 
(app. table 3). 

The median age of the minority group population 
differs in two ways from that of the total population* 
First, the minority population has a median age of 22.7 
years, 5.4 ye^rs younger than the comparable figure for 
the total population (28.1). Second, mt^dian age of the 
minority population declines gradudly but regularly as 
one moves from eounties of gt'^^ter SMSA s (23.9) to 
totally rural counties (19.3) (fig. % This low median age 
is somewhat i^urprising, given the heavy outmigration of 
young minority families that charucteriEed rural areas 
during the past two decades. Low median age of rural 
minorities indicates the profound effect of high ^rtility 
on the age structure of a population. 

Between 1960 and 1970^ the median age of the IJ.S. 
population declined from 29.5 years to 28.1 years. This 
decline was most pronounced in metro areas and 
particularly in core counties of greater SMSAk The 
changing minority composition of these core counties is, 
to some extent, responsible for this decline in median 
i^e. In many areas, young people-a laige proportion of 
whom, are in the prime childbearing ages as well as 
member^ of minority groups— now outnumber older 
people. Herice^ chUdbearing and inmigration of a young 
population have combined t'^ reduce the median age in 
core counties of greater SMSA^b. 

Between the decades, there was no change in median 
age for noimietro jareas taken as a whole. Again, 
however, differences existed between the residence 
categories. Populations of urbanised counties became 
younger during the decade, while those of more rural 
counties became older (app. table 4). Inrreases in the 
median ages of the more rural counties' populations are 
associated with outmigration of young adults of working 
and childbearing age. Median age in these niral counties 
would have become still older had not fertility of the 
remaining poputatio^i been relatively hi^h. Only in 
nonmetro counties of the Northeast, which had a 
] 960-70 net inmigration of 15^600 persons, was the 
1970 median age lower than in 1960. 

Figure 7, showing variations in age structure by 
county type« permits a more detaUed analysis of age 
structure than does a summary measure such as median 
age. Comparisons of the age distributions in figure 7 
enable one to understand how differentials in median 
age come about. 

The data in figure 7 indicate that even though metro 
and nonmetro counties had a similar median age in 
1970, the age structures of their populations were quite 
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diffirr^tit. Nonmelro impwblioii?^^ wt*r<* vham*twii^i*dl by u 
«urpli)» of young t^hUdrcn, ^ rubtivi' undiT^upply of 
working agi^ adults 20 lo 55 yv^xth old^ and a NUi^ihij^ of 
oldt?r re^tdtMitK Mon^ovrr, thi^ palU^n boooinv« incroan- 
iiigly extreme in tin* tolally niral valo^oWN 

FERTILITY 

Tht» larfSf proportion of young olnldn»n in totally 
rural countii^s indiriiti\s hi^\\ ftTtilit\% (^<M)^u>datu oan b(' 
»>*»<J to vompnto M'vr^al mraMin*?^ of ftTtilitx.and t>vo arc 
discum'd in ihih r^'port: <a) th<' t'hild^woman ratio^ and 
(b) ohitdri'n t^viT born to rvtT-mairiinl w inn on* 

TIwi*? two mt'aMun^ havr dif fm*nt implications. Tho 
child*woman ratio iii a mt*aMiro of rum*nt fertility; it 
indicatf'^ the foTtility behavior of women in tbi» ehild- 
bearing agt^j^ during the mot*t reeent 5-year period. It is 
alM a tne4ihui'e of effective iVrtility in that the greater 
part of infant mortality lo be expijrieneed by the 
ehildren concerned has already occurred,* Childrt^n t»ver 
born to ever-married women aped 35*4*1', on !he other 
hand^ tel]^u^ve^^ little about 4'urrent fertility, but it i^a 
meai^re of eunnilative fertility. It inditate^ the overall 
fertility «*xperieiin» of an ape cohort of women (i.«*m 
ever-married women a^jed 3o-44) throughout ihi'ir <*hild- 
lH*arinp years* Ajje i'ohort> uf women pa^^ through tlu' 
ehildfaearinii; ap*> at diff*iri*nt times, and they njay 
experience different MXMctal rondition> that influence 
fiTtility behavior. Women who wtTe lo 14 \ear> old 
in for example, were born bi*twci*n 1916 and 

1925, and they spent thr fir>t part of their childbiiarinfj 
ages during); the depres>ion and thr St rf>nd World War. 
Women who were 35 to 41 veais old in 1970, on the 
other hand, entiTtul ehildb«^arinp ape during the post-war. 
"baby bi>om.'^ 

In 1970, the number of children ever born ptT KOOO 
ever-married women 35 to 44 was over 3,500 in totally 
rural counties. This is much highiT tlian the approxi* 
matdy 2,130 children required for the population to 

•Because the child^woman laUo niakos u^e of Uie loial 
numt)cr of women in a broad range, sucb as 20-44 years* ii may 
happen thai one population has a higher fertiliiy ratio than 
another Mmply because it has more women at the most fertile 
agcx within the age ranjse med and fewer at other 3ge.H» This is 
likely to be the case when comparing counties grouped by the 
degree of urban influence. As pomted out earlier, these county 
groups wiry considerably in their ag<? composition; consequently^ 
the child*woman ratio ^as standardized ndircctly using the 
technique suggested by Grabill and Cho n96S). A standard set 
of agc^specific national ratios of children under 5 years to 
women 20-44. I960, was used in the standardization procedure. 
This procedure did not alter the t^atlcrn of rural-urban dif- 
ferences in the observed child'-womcin ratios although it did 
change ihcir magnitudes. Since the urban-rural pattern was 
essentially the same after the standardization, it was decided to 
report only the observed unstandardi«d ratios in this report. 



replaci' itw*lf»* («ompari^^nii of the rchidenct* groups 
hIiow that metro eou«tie^ exetM^t^d the replaiM^nient 
requirement by 4t) pendent, uihanisted nonmetropolitan 
ct>untie^ hy 53 percent, and totally rural counlit**^hy 72 
percent* Ht^gardle^h of heavy outmigralion *o( youi^ 
adults and related dii^tortiouh to the age structure of the 
totally rural ctMinties, such counlii^s continue, to be areas 
of high fertility (fig. 8). 

For the minority population in 1970, the number of 
children ever born to ever-married women wa.^ .>*uhstan* 
tially in exce^^s of the number born lo such women of 
the total population. In addition^ the dif fi^rence between 
urban and rural counties was considerably greater for 
mincnties than for the total population. The numbtT of 
children ever born per 1,0()0 mhiority women ranginl 
from a low of 3,270 in eo^^ count ie^ of gn^aterSMSA s 
to a high of 5,501 in rural countie^ not adjacent to 
SMSA\ The ranj?" of this measure of fertility was 
i^bstantially more limited lor the total population 
(2,<H3 to 3,654). The Northeast was lower in cumulative 
fertility than the other regions (ap{K table 6). 

Between 1%0 and 1970, cumulative fertility in* 
creasi^d by alnu>st 500 childrci piT 1,000 women agiJ 
35 to 44. Hence, the overall ferlihty of women who 
were beyond childbe^ring age by 1970 was almost 
one*hatf a child in excess of the eomparalde figurt; for 
such women 10 ye^rs before <app. table 6)* This change 
is at^ciated with the different social, ec onomic, and 
historit^al eircuinslances that the two cohorts of women 
passed through during their prime childbe^iring ages. 

In 1970, the ratio of children under 5 years of age to 
women in the rhildhearing ages <20 to 44) incre^ised 
regularly as on*^ moves from core counties of greati^r 
SM^SA's (486/1,000) to tc^tally rural counties 
(396/l,000)\ The niral-urban pattern was essentially the 
same in all regions and for both the total and minority 
populations (fig. 9). The child-woman ratio, however, 
was constdiTably liigher for the minority population. 
Hej^ions of the country diffen^d only slightly on this 
measure of current fertility (app. labh- 7). 

Comparing 1960 and 1970 indicates that fertility was 
higher in rural than in urban an^as in both years, but the 
rural-urban difference was hm pronounced in 1970* 
There seems to have been a leveling of rural*urban 
differences in current fertility during the period. Also, 
the fertility ratio was considerably lower in all areas in 
1970 (app. table 7). Some of the factors accounting for 
this change include increased availability and efficacy of 
birth control, changes in attitudes rt^garding family »ize, 
and incn^ascd labor force participation of women. 

*This allows for )osf> of children who do not reach the 
childbearing ageit. See GrabiU and Cho (1965) for the procedure 
used in computing the replacement quota* 

Ii5 
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Tti^ etiwX of th<?fiO reductiotii^ m fertiHty on thf ago 
^tructun' of Uu' variuiiv^ county grou))^ k rvflwXvd m l\w 
data prfisHitdl <wH<'r <f5g» 7), In <^avh cai^is tht^ponvnt- 
age of iho population in the youngr^t age gronp (0 to %i 
ymt^ ^ s«>:aii«r than th^' percentage of the population 
ag<'d 5 to 9 y«arh or 10 to i4 yearx For the minority 
}K>pu)ation in niral eountieH. ihe^e alterations in age 
i^trueiuro ari» even tnon* notiroahh* and art* a 
quonee f)f romhtnalion of heav> tnUnup^ation am) the 
reiN^nt trend of fertility de4'line, 

DEPENDENCY 

Youth and the aged are generally thought of an heing 
the dependent segments of a population. They have 
relatively low levels of labor foree partieipation^ and 
they require a numbtT of i^oeietal ^iupporth including 
^durational and eu^^todial institutions and health and 
incomt^ maintenanee. Hence, the dependency burden of 
the economirally arlivi' population eau he approximated 
by dividing the dependent population (i«e», aged less 
than 18 yiWH and f>5 and over) by the econonueally 
active population (i.e.. aged 18 to (A years). 

In 1070, ihiTe wi^n* notiri-able diffi^n-nees among tht* 
county categories in te^^nis of their econotnieally active 
population relative to their dependent population 
(fig. 10). Metro and urbanised nonmelro oounti's had 
low4!r dependency ratios than did the moie rural 
counties. This was true for both 1960 and 1970 and for 
all regions (app. table 3)^ and was largely due to 
differences in fertility and in the proportion of aged in 
the populations of the residence categories. 

The dijpendenry ratios were coasiderably lower for 
the total population (79.5) than for the minority 
population (94,9). Urban-rural patterns, howev<!r, were 
.similar for both population group^s The ratio of depen^ 
dent to productive population was lower in metro and 
urbanisied notimetro counties than in less urbanised and 
totally rural ef)unties. The range of these; urban-rurd 
differences was considerably greater for the minority 
population (B3.3 to 1%30.8) than for the total pr pulation 
(74.5 to 95.6), 

MOBILITY 

Many Americans m«>ve from mral areas beeau.^* of 
economic necessity rather than being puHed by the 
attractions of a more urban scene, Monuwer, many 
people are kept from moving to rur^l areas because of 
the lack of *'eonomir opportunity th^^r^^ 

Between 1965 and 1970, 40 pen ent of Americaas 
moved into a different hou^^ Although the majority 
were local movers, 17 pentent moved into differi?nt 
<^ounties and 8.6 pen ent migrati'd ai ro)vs state line^. 



Then' was litih^ diffei^uiee in mobility betwiH^^n metro 
(40JI perivnt miAerft)and nonmetri) an^i;s(39.1 pendent 
movers) (ii^. 1 1). 

Within the nonmetro sector, howi*\^i^r, substantial 
differences enierge. With regard to the 1965-70 geo- 
graphic nu>bility t>f their population.s urbanii^.ed non- 
melro counties wen* mon^ similar to metro ci>unties than 
to totally rural or less urbanised jomnetro counties. The 
rate of inmigration in urbanized nonmetrt) counties^ not 
adJaei'Ut U) an SMS A. was the highest of any county 
type. Fully 22 pi^nvnt of the residents of thes^* counties 
lived in other counties 5 Vi^ars prior to the 1970Cen.suh, 
and over half of thcsr peoph* (1K6 percent) lived in 
other state,s. This is conipared to totally rural countie.s^ 
which had only 15,2 percent intercounty mover>, of 
which 6 J pen rut were interstate migrants. Patterns of 
mobility wen* .similar in all regions and for both the 
minority and total populations. Uate.s of geographir 
mobility wen* higher between 1955 and 19t)0 than 
between I9f>5 and 1970, and higher in the West than in 
the other regions (app^ table 9). 

FAMILY STRUCTURE 

Whether husband and wife live together is an impor^ 
tant consideration bin^aust* it is assoeiati^l with total 
family earning power and the health and welfare of 
mmor children. Another basic characttTistic denoting 
the well-being of young pi^ople is the percentage of 
persons under 18 yi^rs old living with only oni:or with 
neither parent. 

Unstable family eharacleristies were much more 
prevalent for the mitmrity population than for the total 
population in 1970. While 14 percent of all U,S» families 
were not husband-wife families, this figure was 30.8 
percent for the minority population. In metro counties, 
such families comprisif.'d 3K2 percent of all minority 
group families (fig, .12). The percentage of persons under 
18 years old not living with both parents was over twice 
as high for minorities (40.8 percent) as for the total 
youth population (17.3 percent). Further, while almost 
10 percent of the minority children lived with neither 
parent, the same was trut^ hrr only 4 percent of the 
children in the total popidation (fig. 13). The hi^'jii^r 
percentage* of minority children not Hving w'ith botli 
parents is due, at least in part, to higher rates of 
illegitimauy. 

V«u'iation in thest* indicators of family stability was 
not .substantia! between the county residence categories, 
although the proportion of husband-wife families was 
slightly higher in mmmetro counlies (87.2 percent vj*. 
85^5 percent) (fig. 12). For 1970, nu'tro and nonmetro 
counlit^s were virtually id«*nlieal in the proportion of 
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childff^n nol living with both pama^, but nomm^lm 
countie^^ had a noticeably iai^er percrntage of mincH'i^ 
iivifig with muthi^r parent. This mctro*nonmctro diff<^* 
ence i» attnbutable to the southern region in general and 
more specifically to the wuthern minority population. 
In nonadjacent, totally rural, nonmetro counties of the 
South, for example, minority children livit^ with neither 
patent comprised 15 percent of the minority population 
under 18 yearn old (app. table 1 1). One might speculate 
that minority per^n^.who migrati' from southern rural 
areab tend to leave minor children behind with MeiiAh or 
relatives. 

EDUCATION 

Formal education is a basic di^terniinant of income 
and occupational status. Moreover, attainment of formal 
education implies that individuals have developed skills 
needed to participate in society and to pursue their own 
interests. This section focuses on the interrelated issues 
of school enrollment and educational attainment. 

School Enrollment 

In 1970, over 58.6 million Americans between 3 and 
34 years old were enrolled in school, representing over 



23 percent of the total population, and over 50 percent 
of the population 3 to 34 years old. Aside from obvious 
variation a^ro^s age ^oups. school enrollment rates were 
somewhat higher in metro than in nonmetro counties, 
highest of all in fringe counties of greater SMSA^s, and 
lowest among the more rural nonmetro county ^roup^ 
(table 4). Furthermore^ school enrollment rates were 
\ovf&t for minorities than for the total population and 
lowest among nonmetro minorities. They were lower in 
the South than in any other region (app. table 12). 

In 1970, 12,5 percent of the U.S. population 3 to 4 
years old was enrolled in school; this figure was over 
twice as high in metro areas (14.6 percent) as in 
nonmetro areas (6.8 percent). Moreover, school enroll- 
ment of 3- to 4-year olds was higher for the minority 
population (14*8 percent) than for the total population 
(12.5 percent) (fig, 14). In terms of the two population 
groupA by residence cati^orics, the percentage of minor- 
ity 3- to 4-year olds enrolled in school was highest in 
greater metro counties, where over 17 percent attended 
^chool. The higher rate of enmllment of minority 
children is partly due to the higher incidence of 
female-headed minority families (25*9 percent). Furtht^r- 
more, labor force participation is higher for minority 



Table 4 -School enrollments by selected age groups in metro and nor«n)etro counties and by race, 1970 



Item 


34 3 


^cars 


5-6 years 


16-17 years 


20-21 years 


Total 


Negro 
and 
other 
races 


Total 


Negro 
and 
other 

races 


Total 


Negro 
and 
other 
races 


Total 


Negro 
and 
other 
races 



Percent enrolled in school 



US. total * 

^ Metro total , 

Greater metro 

Core . 

Fringe ........ 

Medium metro ... , 

Lesser metro 

Nonmetro total ......... 

Urbanized: 

Adjacent to SMSA 

Not adjacent to SMSA 
Less urbanized: 

Adl)acent to SMSA . . . 

Not a4)acent to SMSA 
Totally rural: . 

Adjacent to SMSA , . . 

Not adjacent to SMSA 

Source: App. table 1 3. 



12.5 


14.8 


72.4 


68.7 


89.3 


84.5 


30.7 


20.8 


14.6 


16.3 


76.1 


73.1 


90.5 


85.7 


31.1 


21.3 


16.4 


17.2 


79.6 


77.4 


91.2 


86.0 


30.' 


20.6 


16.8 


17.1 


79.9 


77.9 


90.4 


86.1 


30.8 


20.4 


15.5 


17.4 


79.2 


73.8 


92.9 


85.4 


30.4 


22.0 


12.7 


15.8 


72.7 


67.6 


90.0 


85.8 


31.0 


23.0 


ll.l 


12.2 


68.5 


59.6 


88.6 


83.0 


33.2 


21.0 


6.8 


9.7 


62.4 


54.9 


86.4 


82.0 


29.S 


19.0 


8.8 


12.0 


69.0 


59.2 


87.7 


82.5 


36.6 


23.6 


8.8 


13.3 


64.3 


59.3 


86.6 


82.9 


34.8 


18.0 


5.4 


6.3 


59.7 


50.3 


85.5 


80.1 


23.5 


19.2 


5.8 


9.5 


60.3 


56.0 


86.5 


82.9 


27.0 


17.6 


4.2 


4.4 


52.6 


44.J 


84.8 


82.0 


11.4 


11.2 


5.5 


13.2 


58.1 


56.8 


86.2 


82.5 


14.1 


15.3 



ERIC 



women than fcHt all women^ consequently, minority 
womon have a greater need for pre*8chool and **Head 
Start^^ typ<^ programs. These programs are most avaiiable 
in greater metro areas* 

The completion of a high school education is a hasic 
determinant of income and employment opportunities. 
The high school diploma ha^ become recognized in 
recent decades as a minimum requirement for placement 
in a growmg member of occupations. Hence, the percent* 
age of 16- to 17-year-olds enrolled in school is an 
indicator of the future employabSity of an area\ 
population as well as the types of careeni these residents 
might expect to achieve. In the United States in 1970, 
slightly over 10 percent of the 16* to 17-year-olds w^re 
not enrolled in school This fi^re was lower in metro 
areas (9.5 percent) than in nonmetro areas (13,6 
percent)* Furthermore^ the school dropout rate among 
16 to 17-year-olds was substantially higher for the 
minority population (15«5 percent) than for the total 
population^ and especially higher for minorities in 
nonmetro areas, where 18 percent of the minority 16- to 
17-year-olds were not enrolled in school (fig. 15)* 

Among county residence groups^ the school dropout 
rate for all persons 16 to 17 years old was by far the 
lowest in fringe areas of greater SMSA s, where only 7.1 
percent were not enrolled in school in 1970. In 
nonmetro frounties, on the other hand^ this figure was 
1^.6 percent* 



Edttcationd Attaimnmt 

In 1970, slightly over half of the U^. population 25 
yeaim of age and older had c<Mnpleted hi^ school; the 
median years of school completed was 12*1 years (table 
5)« This represents an increase of L5 years in eduea^ 
tional attainment over the 1960 level In 1970, 10«7 
percent of the adult population had graduated from 
college, up from 7*7 percent in 1960. 

In melaro areas in 1970, the median school years 
completed was 12.2 ytus in contrast to 11.2 years in 
nonmetro areas. This metro*nonmetro difference of 1 
year in median educational attainment was substantially 
less than the 1960 difference of L8 years.^ ^ 

In the two totally rural county groups, the median 
years of school completed was a fiill 2 years bdow the 
nation^ median (fig* 16)* In totally rural nonmem> 
counties, only a little over 5 percent of the population 
25 ye^m of age or older had graduated from college* This 



^^The metro-nonmetro differences, total population- 
minority population diiferences, and 1960'*70 diiferences in 
educational atiainment result, at least in part« from differences 
in age composition between the ^ups sirce these data have not 
been stan^rdi2ed by age. It should be pointed out. howeveri 
that differences also exist between the reudence groups in the 
percentage of 16* to 17-y^r olds enrolled in school and this 
implies that geographic diffidences in educational attainment 
will continue to persists 



Table 5 -Population 25 years and older, by level of school completed, metro and nonmetro counties, 1960 and 1970 



Item 


Pncent by level of school completed 


MediMt 
years 
completed 


Less than 
5 years of 
elementary 
school 


Less than 
1 year of 
high 
school 


Four years 
ofh^h 
school or 
more 


Four years 
of coUqte 
or more 








Percent 




Yean 


Ignited States 














Total population: 1970 




5.S 


28.3 


52.3 


10.7 


12.1 


1960 




8.4 


39.7 


41.) 


7.7 


10.6 


Negro and other races: 


1970 


14.3 


42.4 


33,8 • 


5.6 


10.0 




1960 . 




59.8 


21.7 


3.5 


8.2 


Metro 














Total population: 1970 




4.9 


25.5 


55.1 


U9 


12.2 


1960 




7.2 


36.3 


43.7 


8.6 


11.1 


Negro and other races: 




11.1 


37.2 


37 4J 


62 


10.5 






18.3 


53.7 


25.4 


3.9 


8.7 


Nonmetro 














Total population: 1970 




7.3 


36.0 


45.0 


lA 


11.2 


1960 




11.1 


48.3 


343 


5.3 


9.3 


N(9o and other laces: 


1970 


25.6 


61.1 


19.6 


3.6 


8.0 




1960 


37.6 


76.2 


11.6 


2JS 


6.4 



Source:: Census of Population, 1 960, 1 970. 



25 



BEST COPY AVmiitE 




I I — I — I 1 1 r— T 1 1 1 — I 



ERIC 



26 




t I I I — I I I — I — I — 1 — I — I — I — I — I 



ERIC 



27 



figure is in cotiiriist to 10.7 pcrcvtil for ihe Nation an a 
whole and 14.8 percent fw fringe countioii of grei'^r 
mttto areas <app. table 13). 

Median y^rs of iM^hool compkti^il in 1970 was lowest 
in the South (1L3 years) and highest in the We^t (124 
years). Among me^o and nonmetro county groupj^ by 
region^ median years of school cotnplehMi ra^ed from a 
high of 12.4 years in metro counties of the West to a low 
of 9«9 years in the southern, nonmetro counties (app. 
table 13). 

Median school years completed for minorities 25 



years of age and older in 1970 wan 10 ye^urs-over 2 
years below that of the total populaUon <fig. 16). 
Furthennwe, the median school year^ completed for 
miniH'ities in nonmetro weas was oiily B years, with only 
20 percent of the population completing a high school 
education (table 5)« In the noiunetro South, median 
school years completed by the adult minority popuiii- 
tion was only 7,6 years, and only 16.9 percent of the 
adult minority population had completed high school. 
Over 64 percent had not completed as much as 1 yeiur of 
high school (app, table 13)» 



MANPOWER 



The economic and social health of metro and 
nonmetro America depends to a i^eat extent upon the 
number of jobs avadablc relative to the working^age 
population and the occupational and industrial mix oi 
the jobs* The structure of employment, closely related 
to the demographic variables studied in the previous 
section, dititates to a large extent the income levels of a 
given area, as reported in later ^sections. The economic 
and social health of a county or group of counties is in 
part dependent upon the characteristics of the popula- 
tion in Aerms of skill levels, education, nge, and so forth; 
it is also dependent upon the availability of jol>s 
commensurate with the skills and education of the 
population* 

LABOR FORCE STATUS 
Labor force status relates the number of people of 
labor force age <14 years old and older) to the number 
of people participating in the labor force (which includes 
employed persons and unemployed pt^sons artivdiy 
seeking work). The 1970 labor force included 
afanost 83 mUlion persons, oi 55.5 percent of the 
population 14 years old or over (table 6)* These persons 
were in the /{rmed Forres (2 million) and civilians 
employed or looking for work (80.9 million). Three- 
fourths of the total labor force lived in metro areas and 
over 40 percent lived in metro areas of 1 million or more 
people* Of the nonmetro labor force of 21 mUIion, over 
40 percent resided in the nonmetro South. By sex, the 
total labor force consisted of m31ion men (62.8 
percent) and 30*8 mUlion women (37*2 percent). Within 
the civilian labor force (excludes the Arm<»d Forces), 
77.3 million were employed and 3.6 million, or 4.4 
percent, were unemployed. 

LABOR FORCE PARTICIPATION 
Variation in labor force participation rates among 
residential segments is associated witli a wide variety of 



factors. Of primwy importance is the demographic 
mix-ftM' example, the proportion of malcb and femalen 
in the various age groupn, the proportion of single Vh. 
married persons, and the proportion of married women 
with dependent childrm* Also important are the number 
of jobs and type of work available, the need for income 
by more than one individuid of a household, and 
personal and societal attitudej^, such as those toward 
womt*n working away from the home. 

Over 55 percent of all Americans 14 years and over 
participated in the U.S, labor force in 1970. This overall 
rate was higher in metro counties than in nonmetro 
countii^, lowest of all in the most rural nonmetro 
counties, lower in the South than in the non*Souih« and 
much lower for women than lOr men. These differences, 
then, reflect differeneei^ in job opportunities, demo* 
graphic fai 'ors, and possttily attitudes toward work* In 
metro areas, the labor force participation rate was 56.8 
percent, almost 5 percentage points higher than the 
nonmetro rate of 5L9 percent. Ldwr force participation 
was highest in the fringe counties of greater metro area^ 
(57.8 percent) and lowest in the totally rural, nonmetn> 
counties not adjacent to an SMSA (47.9 percent). 

Participation by Sex 

In J 970, the labt>r forie participation rate (including 
the armed forces) was 72.9 percent for men and 39.6 
percent fc^ women. I'he male labor force participation 
rale was highest in fringe countien of large metro areas; 
but for women, the highest figure was for the core 
counties of the same metro areas, primarily because of 
the large number of female-headed families in the core 
counties. For both men and women, the lowest labor 
force paiticipation rate was in totally rural counties, 
where job opportunities were lacking and where the 
adult population was comprised disproportionately of 
undereducated people and older people. Participation 
among male* was lowct^t in the nonmetro South, where 
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o^y two^tbirds of the mide woriking^e popukition was 
in the libw fefce. However imong {etindn^) libor force 
|Nyrticip«tion was lowest in the nomnebro West 

PartlelpatkmbyRace 

Labor foice ptftkipatioii fates of the minority 
population were low«r than for the total population^ 
prim«r% because of the low j^irticipation of minority 
mdes (table 7). Participation of minority females in the 
labor force was higher than for the total female 
population. Thb was true in metro as well as nonmetro 
areas and in all county residence groups. The lower rate 
of labor force participation of minwity men stemmed 
irom lack of education and skUls^ poorer healthy and 
poiiihfy from discriminatory hking practices (which 
may have caused many minority men to discontinue 
looking for work and thus to actuidly withdrav* from the 



labor force). The rdatively high participation lates 
among minority v^men^ on the other hand^ resulted 
from availid>iiity of low«paying) low*skill jobs in many 
areas and the need for more income. This need^ in tum^ 
was associated with a prepondemnce of female^headed 
households among minority groups and, in mahshi^aded 
hou^holds^ a lack of earning capability for the male. 

Amoi^ all females^ the highest labor force participa* 
tion rates were among minority females in counties of 
Ipreater metro areas (47 percent, compared with 4L4 
percent for all females in these areas). In nonmetro 
areas, the labor force paiiicipation rate of minority 
females was 37,8 percent, compared with 36.1 percent 
for all females in the labor force. The contrast was 
shmper, however, in metro areas: 46.3 percent for 
minority females, and 40.6 percent for all females. 



Table 7-Laboi force psTtlcipation rates in meiro and nonmetro counties, by sex, race, and region, 1970^ 



Item 


Total 


Tottl' 


Negio and other races 




Female 


Total 


Male 


Female 


lie »yt*Al 


^^•*> 


72.9 


39.6 


54.2 


65.4 


44,1 




56.8 


74.4 


40.8 


So.2 


o7.7 






















74,9 


41.4 


57.0 


68.8 


47.0 




37.1 


74.0 


42.1 


57.0 


68.9 


46.8 




57.8 


77.3 


39.7 


57.4 


67.5 


48.7 




56.5 


74.2 


40.2 


55.1 


M.4 


45.2 




55.3 


72.4 


39.4 


53.8 


64.1 


44.4 




51.9 


68.8 


36.1 


47.3 


57.7 


37.8 


Ur)»iiized; 
















54.2 


71.0 


38.3 


50.9 


60^ 


41.5 




54.4 


71.4 


38.1 


50.9 


62.0 


40.9 


Less urbanized: 
















51,3 


68.2 


35.6 


46.0 


56.1 


37.0 




50.8 


67.3 


35.5 


45.8 


56.2 


36.6 


TotiUy ruial: 
















48.3 


65.2 


32.0 


44.7 


55.8 


33.9 




47.9 


65.3 


31.1 


42.1 


53.4 


31.6 




55.7 


73.3 


40.2 






is • • 




56.2 


73.8 


40.6 


« « « ^ 




w • 


Nonmetro ^ 


53.0 


70.0 


37.2 


V # w * 








56.0 


73.9 


39.6 




♦ «* # ik 


» ♦ • « 




57J 


75.5 


41.1 


ita * ^ 


* • * 






52.9 


70.5 


36.2 




* « ■ 






54.2 


71.0 


38.8 


54.2 


65.4 


44.4 




56.4 


73.6 


40.7 


55.8 


66.4 


46.8 




50.8 


67.0 


35.8 


47.5 


58.3 


38.1 


Wen, total 


56.5 


73.8 


39.9 




^ W 'A 


» * % 




57.4 


74.9 


41.0 




w • « 


• «> * a 




52.6 


69.6 


35.6 


-to ^ ^ * 







' Pawns 14 years and older, including those in the Aimed Forces. 
Source: Census of Poptdation, 1 970. 
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The labor force participation rat^ of minority males 
waB 7«5 percentage points below that of all mal68-654 
percent in contrast to 72,9 percent. Amoi^ nonmetro 
mal^ the diff^enee over 10 percentage points- 
S7»7 percent for minority mdleS) compared with 68*8 
percent for all nonmetro males* In totally rural, non- 
metro counties not adjacent to an SMSA, where little 
over one*half of minority male^ were in the Jabor force, 
the diffa*ence wa^^ )L9 percentage points. Thissu^ests 
even greater differences^ in education and jskill levels, and 
perhaps more discriminatory hiring practicesi in the 
more rurai counties* 

Participatton by Age 

Labor force particq>ation rates follow obvious pat* 
tttm across age groups, being very low among the young 
(because of school enroUment), low among young 
women in prime childbearing ages, and low among 
retired persons 65 years old and old^r <fig. 17). 

For maleS) regardless of age group, labor force 
participation rates were higher for all males than for 
minority males in 1970* 

For females, however, there were some differences 
between the two population groups by age. Although 
participation of female minorities under 25 years old 
was below that of all females in the labor force, such w^ 
not the case for females 25 years old and over* 

Moreover, the labor force participation rate of all 
females 25 to 34 years old (the prime childbearing age) 
was 8.5 percentage potnt» below that of all females 18 to 
24 years old* For minority females, however, this 
dropping out of the labor force in prime childbtwing 
ages was not evident. In fact, the participation rate of 
minorily females 25 to 34 years old was 7*3 percentage 
points above that of minority femdes 18 to 24 years 
old* Clearly, despite higher fertility and a greater 
presence of children among minorities, a substantial 
number of minority females continue in the labor force 
throughout childbearing agob. 

CHANGES IN THE LABOR FORCE, 1960.70 

During the 1960 s, the U*S, labor force grew by 13 
million persons or by 18.6 percent (fig. 18), pjEfftly 
because of an increase in the working-age population, 
but primarily because of increased participation of 
female workers. Between 1960 and 1970, the mde 
population 14 years old and over rose by 16.6 percent, 
while the number of males in the labor force grew by 9,7 
percent* Growth in the female working-age population, 
on the othet hand, was 20 percent, but female participa- 
tion in the jabor force increased 37.7 percent, reflecting 
the continuing changes of attitude toward women 
working away from home. 



These different ^owth rates in labor iWce^participa^ 
tion reflect a decline of 4.5 percentage points for males 
(from 77,4 pewjent in 1960 to 72.9 percent in 1970), 
and an increase of 5*1 percentage points for females 
(from 345 to 39*6 percent) (table 8), 

In nonmetro counties durinj^ the 1960's, the male 
labor force grew by only 1 percent, while the female 
labor force grew by about 33 percent. Among county 
residence groups^ labor force growth was greatest (44 
percent) in the fringe counties of greater metro areas and 

Table 8 -labor force participation mies in metro and nonmetro 
counties, by sex and regioni 1960*70 



Item 



US. total 



M^o total . . . 
Greats metro 
Gore ^ , • . 
Fringe . . . 



Medium metro . . 
Lesser metro . . , 

Nonmetro toul « ^ . 
Urbanized: 
A^acem to an 

SMSA . 

Not adjacent to 
an SMSA . , . 
Less urbanized: 
Acyacent to an 

SMSA • 

Not adjacent to 
an SMSA . . . 
Totally rural: 
Adjacent to an 
SMSA 
Not adjacent to 
an SMSA ... 



Northeast . . 
Metro . . . 
Noiunetro 



North Central 73,9 



Metro . . . 
Nonmetro 



South , 

Metro . . . 
Nonmetro 



We&t 

Metro . . . 
Nonmetro 



Mdes 



1970 



1960 



Females 



1970 



1960 



Percent of population 
14 years and over 



725 


77.4 


39.6 


34.5 


74.4 


78.9 


40.8 


36.2 


74.9 


79.6 


41.4 


36.8 


74.0 


79.2 


42.1 


38.2 


77.3 


80.9 


39.7 


32.8 


74.2 


78.4 


40.2 


35.4 


72.4 


76.8 


39.4 


34.8 


68.8 


73.8 


36.1 


30.3 


71.0 


75.3 


38.3 




7L4 


77.0 


38.1 


33.0 


68.2 


72.9 


35.6 


29.6 



67.3 72.8 35.5 



65.2 

65,3 

73.3 
73.8 
70.0 



70.4 32.1 
72.1 31.1 



75.5 
70.5 

71.0 
73.6 
67.0 

73.8 
74.9 
69.6 



78.0 
78.5 
74.6 

78.4 
80.0 
75.3 



40.2 
40.6 
37.2 

39.6 
41.1 
36.2 



75.2 38.8 
77.8 40.7 
71.7 35.8 



79.0 
79.7 
76.4 



39.9 
41.0 
35.6 



29.5 

25.6 

25.3 

36.1 
36.6 
32.8 

33.7 
35.6 
29.9 

33.5 
36.1 
29.9 

35.2 
36.3 
30.8 



Source: Census of Population, 1960, 1970 
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Imiil (-0*4 pt^rctsiit) in totdiy rural, nonmetro countless 
which were {iot*a4)dceiit lo an SMS A* In the totaiiy 
furaK nonmetro counties, while the number of males in 
the labor force declined by 12,9 percent, female labor 
force participation increased by 27.8 percent (fig. 18). 

(Jrowth in the total labor force waii^ greatest in the 
We^t and South and leajst in the Northea.sl. Change in the 
labor force ranged from a decrease of 3,4 percent among 
North Central nonmetro tnale^^ to an increase of over 50 
percent among females of metro counties of the We^^t 
<app. table 15). 

CHANGES IN INDUSTRIAL AND OCCUPATIONAL 
COMPOSITION OF EMPLOYMENT 

The economic and social structure of an area is 
related tu \U indu^itrial and occupation^ s^tructure^ 
Areata with a large sliare of their labor force employed in 
low^>Jiill jobs have low incomes and often have stagnant 
economics. These area^ invariably lo^e many of their 
young pcoph' to area^^ offi^ring higher paying job^i 
requiring more skilK Change?, over lime in the type* of 
job>i held by the employed reflect development of an 
ansa* Rapid i^hifts from low-hkilK lov^*paying jobh to jobt^ 
requiring greater degrees of skill and, in turn* offering 
higher pay are taken to represent economic progress and^ 
in turn^ better living condition^;. 

Industrial Compoisition 

In 1970, over 77 million people were employed in 
civilian jobs in the United States. Almost 90 percent 
were employed in the noncxlraclivc industries, with 
24.4 percent of the total employed in manufacturing 
and almo.st 30 percent in service industries. Only 4.3 
percent were employed in the extractive industries of 
agriculture, forestry, fisheries, and mining (table 9), Jobs 
in the extractive industries were more important in 
nonmetro counties, where they compri.sed abont 11 
percent of all jobs. In the most rural of nonmetro 
counties, over 20 percent of all jobs were in extractive 
industries. 

During the 1960s, U.S. employment grew by 12.7 
million jobs or 19.6 percent (table 10). Over 84.1 
percent (10.7 million jobb) of the growth in employment 
occurred in metro areas. Employment growth in metro 
areas (22.7 percent) was almost twice the growth in 
nonmetro areas (1 1,4 percent).^ * Among the more rural 
county groups, employment growth was far below the 
lis. averagt\ and in the most rural county group, the 
number of jobs wa^ virtually stable. 

^ * For more recent melro^nojimelro employjnent trends, sec 
Gaad«* C. Ilaren, "Current Spatial Organization of Industrial 
Produoiion and Distribution Activity*" paper given at the 
Conference on Problems and Potential of Rural Industrializa^ 
tion, Purdue University* West LafayePc. V 1M3» 1972. 



Metro-nonmetro diffmnces in employment growth 
during tha 1960'^ are largely explained by the decline in 
extractive industries. The growth rate of nonextractive 
industry employment was roughly equal in metro and 
nonmetro countioi^. Thus, the lower nonmetro growth in 
total employment i;temi» from the inabflity of nonmetro 
area.s to attract enough new employment to offset heavy 
lossci* in their extractive industries. From 1960 to 1970^ 
the U.S. loss of employment in extractive industries 
totaled 1.7 m^Iion jobs^ representing a reduction of 
one-tliird over the 10-year period. Almost 80 percent of 
ihi^ lo^ of employment occurred in nonmetro areas 
(1.35 mUKon jobs)^ with such losses being substantial in 
all nonmetro county groups. 

Despite lo&ses in extractive industries, nonmetro 
counties made significant gains in employment in non- 
extractive industries^ particularly in manufacturing. 
They accounted for almost two-thirds of the 1.4 million 
new marmfacturing Jobs. For these normietro areas, the 
growth rate of manufacturing jobs was 22.3 percent, 
compared with only 3.7 percent in metro areas. 

In contrast to their lead in manufacturing employ^ 
mcnt growth, norunetro counties lagged behind metro 
counties in employment growth in service industries. 
Service employment in noimietro areas grew by 28.6 
percent during the 1%0's^ in contrast to 40 percent in 
metro areas. Growth in servitM^ employment was lowest 
in the most rural nonmetro counties. Of the 6.2 million 
new jobs in service oreupations, only 19 p«*reent 
occurred in nonmetro areas. 

As a group, all other nonextractive industries ex- 
panded more rapidly in metro than in nonmetro 
areas- 22.6 and 13.3 percent, respectively. Of the 4.6 
million new jobs in this group of industries, only 
739,000 were in nonmetro areas. 

Regionally, over one^hird of the employment 
growth took place in the South. Of the 2 million new 
jobs in nonmetro areas, over 44 percent (886,400) 
occurred in the South. The growth rate in nonmetro 
employment was higher in both the Northeast and the 
West than in the South. However, in absolute numbers, 
employment growth in the nonmetro South was sub- 
stantially above the combined total for these two 
regions. 

Nonmetro employment growth in the North Central 
region was substantially below that of the other regions. 
The loss of employment in extractive industries in the 
North Centra; nonmetro counties was 476,000 jobs, 
compared with a loss of 717,000 in the South. 

During the 1960^8, manufacturing employment in the 
nonmetro South increased by over one-third, with the 
564,000 new jobs representing almost 65 percent of 



ERLC 



9v 



8 
S 

E 
c 

c 



o 
e 

.s 

I 

s 

a 

1 




I 



0) u( 



i4 ^ 2 



s 

s 

o 



1 

C 



3 

O 



^ 



O 



ll-l 



BEST COPY AVAaHBlE 



o 



c 

OS 
IN 



<^4 



00 
00 



00 



>0 



00 



\o Nft 










^ q 


>p t*^ *H 


x> q 00 

vfJ ^ ^ 


^ ^ 


^ ^MM mm 


>>6 Q O O 
00 00 

ri% 

<N 


00 00 

^ o 




ON ^ 
ON 


^ 00 




1,340.2 
1,204.5 
I3S.6 


fS. M ^ 

IS IP** o 
fs OS m 


^ ^ 1^ 
O 

IS 

^ON ^ 


jm, ^ 
^ ^ 

^ 


^ f^i IS ^ 

^ IN^ t*^ 






IN. 






OO^j in 

5t ^ 
<^ 


IN fs 
:^ ^ ^ 


>e 00 

f*^ T*\ f*^ 


q «N 

oe vi 
<^ 


^ ^ ^ 
vn O ^ 

00 ^ ffi — 

o t^oo 

•^fS 00 tf^ 


-mm 

VO 00 

<s <s 


O 


OQ 

\qoN 


: 572.5 




5,991.4 
767.2 


7*491.5 
5,404.3 


<^ ^ 

00 d 
^^ >o 

vO ^ 
00 IS 


4.862.0 
4,024.3 
837.6 



>^ 

^^^^ 

rn rn rn f*^ 



^ q q q 

IS 00 00 Q 
Q 00 ^ 

© 



vn ^ q ON 
"^t ^ f'J ^ 

^ fN IS f*J 



00 oo f*^ wr> 

^ wm ^ 

Tf 00 <S 



\0 p \o q 
--^ ^i 

On On 

q ON INI 

>/i »r> >0 

O 

q OS i^r^ 

rs o a^ 
»/i 1^ 



Oi *s o^ q 
*^ 



00 

^ fw^ fS ^ 



1^ 

On 
IS 



q 



^00 X 



IS 



ON 

o 



oo 



OO NJD ^ 



vn fsj 

IS 



00 «^ 
in ^ 



^ d 

ON ON 



q 

1^ 00 

N^ %n 



IS ^ 



NO 



00 



oo 



00 p 
IS ^ 



qq 
^ o 

WD ND 

•ifl;, VD 



DO fx^ 

00 00 

q q 

\£ 00 

tS 

^ IS 



m IS fvi q ON <s 



IS O 
ON 00 ^ n 

On 

f*i r* 



I*- NO 



S3 



N& 
ON 



ON 

IS 



rs o 

MD IS 



S' N© 
00 



q NO 

IS IS 



IS 00 

IS o 



IS 

00 00 



^ ON 

© 

W> ON 

ON q 



q ON 



IS © 

IS d 

uD 



d ^ 



m (fs 

IS 



IS IS 
00 N§ 



q 

IS ^ 



00 VTk 
^ IS 



q ON 
00 r4 



NO O 



*T ^ ^ 

o^ ^ 00 

IS IS IS 



SO ^ p*^ 
WD NS On 

N^ON N© 

VD ^ 



IS 

ON 

IN IS IS 



WD q 

On 00 d 
so WD 
^ p» 

VD ^ 



WD q fs 

WN 

On 00 



IS 

i*» WD rs 



T ^ q q 



i*j q 

WD <S 
IS IS 



ON WD 



ON 

vjod NO 
o IN 
1** 



^ *0 *^ 

ON «S 
ONI^ 

^ 

ON \e r) 



*^ 

t*^ \o 
IS IS 



q ^ 

^ W> ON 

^ r4 

WD ^ ^ 



qqi<*D 

OO © 1^ 
fN IS 



q 1^ i*i 

f*D ^ ON 
P>D M O 



q 

ON IN 

00 On 00 



q 

On 'tt WD 
njO i« »-» 

On WD 



^ q 

WD 1^ 



^ ON 1^ 

ts W t-^ 

W» WD 
^ IS DO 



8r* IS 
IS 00 

ON^t-it, 

w> \0 
*s — 



Q fr> ^ 

m IS 



IN q IS 
d 

ON 

NO ^ IN 



q qoN 

— OS NO 

IS 



q o^ q 

TN \0 \0 
fS 00 m 

^'^'^ 
\jD IN IN 



00 d <r 

00 OS 00 

f<D q q 
00 ^ 

ON ©O^ 

IN I^Os 

© rD >0 



WD IS © 



ON q nD 

fS WD 
NO Os 



ON qoN 

00 1*^ 
OS ^ IS 

IS ^ 00 
IN 



ON ON 

W 1*^ IS 
f^D 



IN in 

WD IS tS 
On 00 



IS q 

00 1*^ 



IN \30 WD 

r^D qi*i 

IS IS 



t^<D 

ON tMM 

00 0 00 



^ SO q 

^ On 

OS NO IS 

v^qON 

mm vMi 



q q 
^ r^i m 



IS 00 ^ 

si si 5^ 

NO fS C*D 



q q q 
OS 

ON 

IS © IS 



i 



o 




ts 2 

P 



o e 



e 



o 



5 S U o jg o c 

^ W ^ ^ w » • ^ w 



^2 



3 

O 

I 

•mi 



3 



too 



13 



S 

t 

o S 1 

I 



*** 



I 

fib 
O 

8 



o 



35 



ERIC 



V.J U o 



I 

Ox 



i 

6 

i 



-8 
i 



2 

O 



I 



I 



& 
o 

I 

o 

jii 







All 

others 




1 

••* 

1 




% 


«o 

tot 

%i 


il 

s 


1 




ta 
*>■• 

o 






I"! 
S 2 




is; 


■g 




•a 




«•* 

.1 
Ii 

i 






1 


1 




3tiile cii 


i 


i 1 
s 


< 




3 




1 

s 








1 



O 



9 
O 



I*- 



>0 

OS 



OS 
IN 



SO 



SO 

n 



OS 



\» ^ ^ ^ 

r ^ 1^ 00 
^ ^ 



1^ ^ «e 

op 



c> q 

— o 

^ 



OC tiO 

<ff s© **** 

<s « ^ 



J^t p ^ 

"It ^ 

fS <N «M ^ 



^ -7 

OS 00 m 

00 ^ «- 

0^ p^ ^4 

fS •J^ 



X/^ ON NO 

<^ IN \i5 

\ri xp- 

Q i*^ rvJ 

tj^ IN ^ «^ 



NO IN 

00 On 00 
ON <N t*^ O 



>^ ^ V) q 

« 1^ 

IN 00 tf^ 

n 

ON <N 



^ 

ON 00 ^ ^' 



^ >dd \o p 

d ^ On 1^ 
>o O O ON 
>«t ov 

O N© »N P*^ 



IN fS 



q « «q 0^ On 



ON ^ 



1^ ON 



^ IN 



NO 

V5 v% 



00 On 



1^ 



2^ 



IN 00 

o6 NO 



BEST m fsmi 



1*5 



DO 
IN 



IN 



o 

IN 



00 



00 



ON 

00 

\o 

00 



OQ 
Ox 
IN 



ON 

00 

o 

IN 



00 «N 



rN 



\0 <^ 



<N On 
fN 



OS ^ 



00 q 

<^ On 



Oq IN 
IN 

IN m 



00 



q NO 

IN 



^ IN 
O 00 



^ \0 



*^ OS 

00 



IN IN 



NO 

^ 00 



q 

<N 00 



IN q 
^ ^ 



oq 0^ 

#N IN fM 



ON q <N 
Nfi 



O NO 
IN w« 



o^ V) q 

O NO \o 
<N 



\q ^ IN 

ij^ 



ON ON r*^ 

^dO OS OS 



OS N^ 

CO ON 

fn IN 



NO On OQ 



1^ 1-^ 

00 00 00 



n q 

^ ON 

ro 



ON IN 1^ 
OS 00 



^ ON 
^ oe 

«N IN *-» 



^ 

m 

<n ^ 



IN 00 1^ 



q q OS 

00 r<) ^ 

<N ««• 



1*5 <N ^ 
00 ^ NO 

^ m 



q 1^ fNj 
virt r<) «^ 



^ IN Vf^ 

00 <^ 
IN 1^ IN 



1^ ^ q 



*A ON 

f*i 

<N w 



N^ 




















^1 




00 


IS 


IN 


00 ^ 












00 






00 

N^ 


NO 


fN 
00 


On 


00 






NO 






IN 












00 






<=^ 


00 






•> 


q^ON 



«e 1^ 

00 3 



NO O 
ON 



IN IN 



\0 NO q 
^ 

^ IN 



1^ >o 
d NO 

On 

**i 1*^ 



1^ Oj ^ 



r*: »^ 
d 1^ 00 



Oi q 



\q ON ^ 

On W 



*i ^ 

v5 I*- 

<N ^ Q 



IN in 

OS d 

IN IN 



00 



NO 


00 


On 






On 


fM 


1^ 


oo q 


00 




*H 




On 




d 


f^ 


o 


1^ 


00 








in 




00 


NO 






1 














IN fN 







ON 


«2 


ON 




IN 


IN 


IN 


Q 


d 




IN 


IN 






d 


NO 










00 


IN 






00 


IN 


00 












5^ 







1^ q i/j 

NO 00 
00 ^ 1^ 

m r4 















IN 


ro i!N 








IN fN 




» 








fn 




IN IN 



NO ON 


IN 






IN 






q 




d 


O^ 




ON 














NO 








1 1 




1 


1 


1 






1 



52 





ON 












o 


«^ 








NO 




00 


o 














1 










•mm 

i 



^ ON 







00 




NO 




d 




IN 
00 


s 


00 


o 



if) f*J 



ON NO 1^ 

fM fM d 

fM ^ 

n 

fM fM 



fM 



NO IN ^ 

NO SO q 

O 00 ^ 

q. ^ 









t*: OS 


ON 


NO 




nO 






1^ 


00 


vO 00 


00 


m 




00 


^"^^ 


IN 






fM rM 





OS 



o 

VO 
ON 



Oh 



3 

O 

:5 




13 



3 

Q 



3 

I 



s 


S : e 












•e ^ i 








I 



ERIC 



36 



total growth in manufacturing employmi'tit in nonnii tro 
areaii» Manufacturing employment in the Tionmetro ureas 
of the North Central region incre^ht^d hy 20.8 pen ent 
(260,000 jobs), but there was little growth in manufat:- 
?uring in the nonmetro area^s of the Northe^^it and Went* 

Occiipatioiid Composition 

Almost half of all employed por^ns worked in 
white-collar jobs and almost omstlurd of the workers 
were craftsimen or operatives in 1970 (liible 11). Ten 
percent of the U,S. employed wen^ 8er\*iee workers. 



Farmefii, farm managers, farm laborers, and fann fort^. 
man accounted for only 2.9 pereent of the 11^^, 
employed, Almt>s: 30 pereent of the employed persons 
in nielro counties^ had wliite-eollar jobs; in nonmetro 
t:ounties, slightly mori! than one-third of tht? workers 
were employed in such occupations. Persims employed 
in farm occupations eompris<'d tt,;! percent of the 
nomnetro employed and oidy LI pen enl of the metro 
<*mployed. 

Whitt^eoUar Jobs were most important in the gn^aler 
metro counties and least important in the more rural 



Tabic 1 1 -Employment by major occupations in metro aad nonmetro counties, by n^iun, 1970 



Item 


Total 


White 
collar 
workers 


Crafts- 
men and 
opera- 
tives 


Scfwcc 
except 
private 
house- 
hold 


Private 

hoU!i<»- 

hold 


Labor 
except 
i«ti ijj 


I'armcrs 
and 
farm 

manaiier.s 


1-arra 
laborers 
and farm 
foremen 




Thous, 






Percent of to 


tai 








77.308.8 


45.6 


29,2 


10.4 


1.4 


4.2 


1.7 


1.2 




57,6923 


49.0 


27.9 


10.4 


1 .2 


3,8 


0.5 


0.6 




33,683.2 


51.4 


26.-*- 


lU.l 


1.1 


3.6 


0.2 


0,3 


Core . 


23,760.2 


50.6 


26.2 


HU 


1.1 


3.7 


ft.1 


0.2 






53.5 


26.H 


8.9 


10 


3.3 


0,6 


0.5 


Medium metro 


1 7,606.9 


46.0 


30.3 


10,5 


1.3 


4.1 


0.7 


O.i* 




6,402 2 


44.8 


2').4 


n.3 


1.8 


4.3 


1.3 


1.3 


Nomnetro total 


19,616.5 


35.6 


33.0 


10.6 


2.1) 


5.1 


5.4 


3.1 


Urbanized: 














5.120.7 


39.2 


33.8 


10.8 


1.6 


4.6 


2.4 


2,U 


Kot adiai!ent tn ;in 5!M^A 






29.9 


11.3 


2.1 


4.7 


2,6 


2.3 


Less urbanized: 
















Adjacent to an SMSA 


4,750.1 


32.5 


35,4 


10.3 


2.1 


5,^ 


5 8 


32 


Not adjacent to an SMSA .... 


4.806.7 


34.3 


32.3 


10.7 


2.1 


5.1 


6.8 


3.6 


Totally P ial; 












Adjacent to un SMSA 


779.6 


28.3- 


35.5 


9.5 


2.3 


6.5 


8.5 


4.5 


Not adjacent to an SMSA ....... 


1 .456.0 


29.5 


29.6 


9.9 


1.9 


5.6 


13.4 


5,0 




19,429.7 


48.2 


29.2 


10.2 


0.9 


3.6 


0.5 


0.4 




16.997,5 


49.6 


28.4 


10.1 


0.9 


3.4 


0.3 


0,3 


Nonmetro 


2.432.2 


38.6 


35 2 


10.9 


I 


0.1 


1 




North Cent laK total 


21,909.6 


43.5 


30.6 


10.8 


1.1 


4.0 


3,2 


1,1 




15.427.0 


46.8 


30,7 


10.5 


0.9 


3.9 


0.7 


0,4 


Nonmetro ... 


6,482.6 


35.8 


30,5 


11.5 


1.5 


4.2 


8.9 


2.7 


South, total , . 


22,991.9 


43.0 


30.4 


9.8 


2.3 


4,7 


1.8 


1,7 




14,668.0 


48.7 


26.9 


10.2 


2.0 


4.2 


0.5 


0.7 




8.323.9 


33.0 


36.,^ 


9.3 


2.7 


5.7 


3,9 


34 




12.977.5 


4«>.9 


24,7 


11.2 


1.2 


4,2 


1.2 


1 7 




10399.8 


51.9 


24.5 


10.9 


1.2 


3.9 


0,5 


1.0 




2.377.8 


40.9 


25 J 


12.4 


14 


5.5 


4,4 


4,6 



•Lc-ssthan .05. 



Source. Census of Population. 1970. 
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nonmetro counties. Conversisiy^ fann^related occupa** 
tbm "wttt modt important in the most rural nonmetro 
counties, where they made up 18*4 percent of d\ jobs, 
and least important in the large metro areas. 

The 12.7 million new jobs that occuired in the 
United States during the 1960s reflected substantial 
inrrt^asi's in white-collar and service jobs and much 
smaller incrt'ases in the number of jobs for craftsmen, 
operativt*s, and nonfarm laborers. There was a reduction 
in the number of private household workers and farmers, 
farm managers, farm laborers, and fann foremen (fig. 
19). Over two-thirds of the overall growth was in white 
collar occupations, which, in percentage terms, grew by 
32«7 percent Nationally, the number of service workers 
(excluding private household workers) increased by 2.6 
million or by 48.1 percent. Increases in the number of 
white-collar and service workers accounted for almost 90 
percent of the total increase in 1J*S, emplojmient. The 
number of people employed as private household 
workers or as farmworkers declined by 2*3 million, 

Metro*nonmetro differences in employment growth 
stemmed largely from the large absolute and percentage 
reduction in farm employment in nonmetro counties. 
The net gain of 2 m^lion jobs in nonmetro counties 
during the 1960^s occurred despite a reduction of 1.27 
million in the number of farmworkers. Growth in ^ 
nonfarm occupations (including occupations not re- 
ported) totaled 22.3 percent in nonmetro counties in 
contrast to 24*1 percent in metro counties. The strong 
dependence upon farm work as a source of employment, 
and, in turn, the large declines in farm employment 
opportunities explain the lack of substantial employ^ 
ment growth in the more rural nonmetro counties. For 
instance, in totally rural nonmetro counties, not adja* 
cent to an SMSA, overall employment was virtually 
unchanged during the 1960 s, but farm employment 
declined by over 40 percent (table 12). 

EARNINGS 

Differences in earnings between metro and nonmetro 
lU'eaS) between males and females, and between minori* 
ties and the total population stem from differences in 
demographic ch^acteristics such as education and skOl 
/ levels, overall employment opportunities as denoted by 
differences in the industrial and occupational composi- 
tion of employment, and from possible job discrimina- 
tion. 

Higher 'paying occupations are more concentrated in 
metro than in nonmetro areas, among males than among 
females^ and among nonminority workers than among 
minority workers. 

In 1969, median earnings of U.S . males were $7,609* 
For nonmetro males, median earnings were S6,236 or 18 



percent below the U.S. median and 23 percent below the 
U*S* metro figure (table 13)* Earnings were highest 
among males rcsidmg in fringe counties of greater metro 
areas ($9,231) and lowest in totally rural counties not 
adjacent to an SMSA ($5,217). Median earnings of 
minority males were substantially lower than for all 
males within each county group. 

Median earnings of all U.S. females ($3,649) were less 
than one^half the earnings of males. However, male- 
female earning differences among minorities were sub- 
stantially less than among all males and females. 

Earmngs were highest in the West, lowest in the 
South, and lowest of all in the nonmelat> South. In the 
nonmetro South, median earnings of minority males 
were only $3,306, less than one-half the U.S. figure for 
aU males and only 62.2 percent of the U-S. figure for 
minority males. 

Among males, 1969 median earnings ranged from 
$10,964 for professional, managerial, and kindred 
workers, to $2,597 for farm laborers and foremen (table 
14). Among females, the earnings of clerical and kindred 
workers were substantially above the earnings of females 
employed as operatives. 

LABOR FORCE REPLACEMENT 
Labor force replacement rates show the potential 
percentage increase in the male labor force for a given 
time period in the absence of net migration. This 
measure is based on the departure through death or 
retirement of persons in the labor force at the beginning 
of the period plus the cntory of persons reaching labor 
force age during the period. The statistic assumes that 
mortality will remain at the rate of recent trends and 
that no migration will occur to affect metro-nonmetro 
or regional comparisons. The importance of the statistic 
k that it allows an estimate of the percentage increase in 
jobs which would be necessary to provide local employ- 
ment of those people entering the labor force. This 
measure can be computed for women, but only data for 
men ^e now available. 

Table 15 compares replacement rate estimates (b(.sed 
on the above definition, thus excluding net migration) 
with actual growth in the male labor force in 1^60-70, 
The replacement rate estimates indicate a potential 
increase of 15.5 percent in the nonmetro male labor 
force and a 9.3-perGent increase in the metro male labor 
force. Actual growth of the nonmetro male labor force, 
however, was only 1.0 percent (139,000 workers), which 
suggests that a large number of working-age males moved 
from nonmetro to metro ar^as to obtain employment* 
The greatest disparity between the estimates and the 
actual growth rates occurred ^or the most rural counties. 
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1abk 12 Growth nuc of i*mpIo,\ctJ pcrsiMis by majot ovVUp.uiiMis in mcuo .mi noninc ro Ci^untics, by region, 1970 



Item 



U.S. total 



Metro total . . . 
Gmu<rr meiio 
Core 



Medium mutio 
Lesjicr xwcxxo 



Nunmouo u>ijl * ^ ^ 

Uthamzcd; 

Adjavcnt lo on SMSA . 

Noi udjaccni to an SMS A 
IjOJkS urbani7€d: 

AdjacctO to an SMS A 

Not adjacent to an SMSA 
T>^tjUy TUial: 

Adjacent lo an SMSA . 

Not adjaccni to an SMSA 

Northeast . total 

Metro 

NonnK-uo . . . - . 



NorUi rcnirat 
Metro , . 
Nonmv't ro 

South, total 
Metro , 
Nonmeiro 



oiul 



Metro . . 
Nijnniet ro 



Soliue Census ul Population. )^)7<) 



lotal 



White 
c\>Hat 
workers 



CralVs. 
men and 
opera • 
tives 



Serviee 
exeepi 
private 
house* 
hold 



Private 

hoU)»e- 
hold 



tabor 
except 
farm 



F^irmers 
and 
farm 

mana^er^i 



Farm 
laborers 
and farm 
foremen 



Percent 



19.6 


32 7 


9.4 


48.1 


-36.7 


3.4 


^6.4 


•36.1 


22.7 


34. f 


0./ 






S 1 


•47.9 


-31.4 


21,7 


33.2 


3.3 


43.8 


•39.3 


6.0 


•51.4 


-31.8 


14.0 


23.8 


•3.2 


33.1 


-40.9 


0.6 


•59.6 


-31.1 


45.4 


0U.9 


22.7 






"J 


•47.3 


•32.6 


24.7 


37,5 


11,0 


53.5 


•37,5 


5.3 


46.8 


•31.8 




^^^ .7 


1 1 #x 

1 1 .o 


AM ^ 




1 2 


45.8 


•30.0 


n.4 


25,2 


16,7 


50.7 


-33.6 


•0.3 


46.0 


-38.3 




32.4 


14 J 




K A 


1 .0 


4^ 1 


•31 4 


14.^ 




10.7 


48.3 


•30. J 




iAR ft 




11.3 


24.2 


21,7 


511 


-31.5 


1.5 


47.9 


-39.2 


6.7 


19.3 


14 6 


47.4 


•33.8 


-l.l 






7,4 


22.5 


30,2 


60.6 


•30.9 


-3.4 


48.8 


41.2 


0.1 


14.5 


21.5 


52.1 


•31.6 


-2.7 


42.8 


40.9 


13.6 


25.3 


-3.8 


37,3 


-43.1 


2»9 


.3 


•^^*0 


13.4 


25,2 


-5.7 


35,3 










15,2 


26.0 


H.6 


51,8 


-34.1 


-4.8 


45.8 


-34.7 


15.9 


26,7 


^.H 


48.3 


-35.2 


5.4 


-38.9 


-37.4 


1').2 


29.0 


6.5 


47.8 


-39.6 


6.5 


43.4 


-31.3 


H.7 


20.2 


14.7 




■27.2 


3.2 


•37.9 


-39.2 


23,5 


4t.O 


22.0 


48.9 


-36.7 


2.3 


•57.1 


41.7 


31.2 


•♦6,4 


20,7 


47.8 


.-37.4 


3.7 


53.9 


-36.4 


ll.y 


2h,7 


?3.7 


51.0 


-28,1 


0.6 


nS7.8 


43.5 


29.6 


41,7 


12.S 


64.2 


•29.6 


11.6 


41.1 


-22.1 


3V.S 


44.6 


14.*^ 


67.5 


-2H.0 


18.4 


49.2 


•25.0 


1.V.4 


27.4 


4.5 


52,5 


•34,8 


•5.5 


•36.5 


-19.1 



Han ij uti tin VMA) tnalr population in th»s<^ ruijnli«»>, il 
wa.^ t*-tinuli'd Uial uttbou} nnjzratnm ilnrin;i |<)6nCl). 
iJir workin«jMjj:< iHali* pupulatii^n avduIiJ iinn !>> 
I?MH)0 III li^^M 4uunli»'^. XitualKn liu\^i'vir. thin 
\%<)rkiitij air** popolalNHi il»vri»^j>* <l by 1 17.<MM) iluriim Un^ 
1)4 vail 

Ki^plai » tm nt nili* r>liniali*> Avt^i* aUi inaili* for 
|97()-«t) hii>vii on Ihr 1U70 inalr p.^ptiKiliiin. Tlu'N arr 
suk^laiilialK iiifj;li«T than \h^^ 1%0>7() ^al^^- lor niolm 
arva^ a> a wliol^-. but onl> sliolaly bijzhvr lor oinun<-tro 
arm^ a- a wliob . Tlio |<)704{0 r.Mitnaliv- arr Invicr than 
Ihr 101)0-70 ..sliniat»> for tin* non- rural nommiro 



luunliis. For lt>lally rural i*uiinlit\^ adjarent lo an 
SMSA. tin* MJ70.H0 n placoinenl rale t\slimat<\s an* 2.0 
p. n 4MiUig<* pi>inl.^ bi:|ow thi* l%t)-70 CiJiimales, and for 
ttjtalK rural. nunadjar« nl touiilies, lh<»y are 1.4percenV 
api^ pt>inl> lowiT. 

Thi* ino,Nl iinporiani diiftTi^m betivecn ihi* 1960.70 
and ]V70.B0 ojiliiiialcs, howi*v« r, In iho gn^al increase in 
}H>|entiid iiruwih of ihe inelro male labor foret' for 
1070 }iO. A^ a n\Mill of oie high urlian birth ralc» of ihe 
1050V, thi» ini'tro male labor force ij^ ei^tiniated lo have a 
1070-HJ) grov?ih rate that i.^ 50 percent higher lhan lhat 
cMiinalid for 1060-70. The cities and Uieir ^burbs 
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Table 1 3-M«dkn earnings in metro and nonmetro counties, by race, and region, 1969 



Item 


Median earnings 


Males with earnings 


Females with earnings 


All 

All 


Negro and 
other races 


AU 


Negro and 
other races 






Dollars 






7,609 


5,317 


3,649 


3 074 


Metro total ^ . . 


8,098 


5,876 


3,885 


3,382 




8,485 


6,310 


4.185 


3,798 




8,178 


6,309 


4,237 


3,837 




9,231 


6,321 


4.038 


3,459 




7 715 


s 343 




2,742 






4,314 


3,343 


2,222 




6,236 


3,468 


3.052 


1,799 


Urbanized: 












7.002 


3,968 


3,292 


2,079 




0, 011*1 


3,681 


3,100 


1,877 


Less uxbanizod: 












6,119 


3,367 


3,062 


1,707 




S,837 


3,305 


2375 


1,707 


Totally ruial: 








Adjacent to an SMS A 


5,417 


3,267 


2,763 


1,623 




5 217 


2,976 


2,678 






7.992 










8,171 


% ^ 


4,067 


- * - - 




6,970 








North Central, total , 


8,043 




3,605 







8J563 




3.882 






6,808 




3.011 


• « * • 




6,431 


4,095 


3,354 


2.264 




7,169 


4,721 


3474 


2493 




5,338 


3,306 


3,021 


1.694 




8,165 




3,892 






8,449 




4,112 






7,078 




2,912 





Source: Census of Population, 1 970. 



prtiflontly have a htige indigenous supply of young 
workers entering the Ishor force, ^nd do not have to rely 
on migranti^ from rurd arcaB and fimatl cities to supply 
part of their needH^ as waM the cane during the 1960 & 

For honmrtro art^a^ thr rrplac^^ment rati* estimates 
indicate tliat 2.3 million additional jobs will be needed 



during the 1970 s if migration to metro areas is to be 
halted. Cleai^y^ nonmetro areas must generate more 
employment opportunities than they did during the 
1960 s if the current metro-nonmetro population distri- 
bution is to be maintained. 
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T^iblc 1 4 - Median earnings in metio and nonmcuo coumieB, by occupation^ sex» and n^Ci 1 969' 



Itetn 


Total 


Negro and other races 


United 

al«lie5 


Metto 


Nonmetro 


Unitod 
Slates 


Mctio 


Nonmetro 








Dollars 








7,609 


8,098 






5,876 


3,468 


ProtcsstonaK managerial, and kindred workers . . 


10,964 


11,520 


8,855 


8,160 


8,443 


6.365 


Ciaftsmen, foremen, and kindred >vorkers 


8,158 


8^583 


6 971 










6.778 


7,160 


5,864 


5,542 


6,059 


3,895 




4,646 


SfiSS 


3,924 


4,227 


4,851 


3,113 








4.734 


1,962 




1 737 


Farm laborers, except unpaid, and farm 
















2,597 


2,922 


2,438 


1,967 


2.416 


1,823 




3,649 


3,885 


3,052 


3,074 


3,382 


1,799 




4,232 


4,404 


3.500 


4,192 


4,288 


2,695 




3,615 


3,757 


3,379 


3,332 


3f5 35 


2,754 



' Persons 16 years old and older. 



.Source: Census of Population, 1970. 
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Tabic 15 Labor ioTCC Tcplaccmttm rales for mulcv cMimaied, 1960-70 and 1970*«0» 
and actual jirowih m male labor furcc, 1 960-70, by mctm and nonmciro countks 





Potential net 
replacement » 

1960*70 tmak 
population 

20^4 years old )^ 


Actual gmwih 
in males in labor 
foree« 1V60-70 
(maleK 14 yiiar.s 
and over) 


Potential net 
replacement, 
1970-80 (male 

population 
20-64 ye^rii old) ^ 




ThoUN. 


Hate 


Thou.s. 


Thous. 


Kate 




5,078.8 


11.1 


4.608.9 


8,146,6 


15J 




3,075.8 


9.3 


4,469.9 


5,831 .8 * 


15,4 




1.308,3 


6.8 


2,414.4 


2,984.7 


13.7 




710.1 


5.0 


764.0 


1,785.2 


1K7 




598.2 


12.2 


1,650.4 


1,199.5 


18.4 




1.281.0 


12.'' 


KS49.7 


2,034.4 


17.4 




539.1 


14.0 


505.8 


812.7 


18.4 




2.003.1 


ISJS 


139.0 


2,314.8 


17J 


Urbanized: 














447.0 


14.3 


309.0 


634.S 


18.1 




284.2 


15.9 


87.9 


376.1 


19.4 


Less urbanised: 














478.2 


15.6 


22 ^ 


529.5 


16.6 


Not adjacent to an SMSA ........ 


525.5 


16.1 


142.6 


5^8.3 


16.6 


Totally rural. 












Adjacent to an SMSA . 


94,0 


17.1 


20.1 


8^4 


15.1 


jMOl aujaccni lo uri oMoA 


174.0 


16.0 


• 1 17.4 


151 .9 


14.6 




727.0 


6.2 


sm.f, 


1,517.5 


12.2 




549,4 


5.4 


445.1 


1,259.9 


11.6 




177,6 


lU 


59.4 


257.6 


15.7 








801.2 




17.3 




777.2 


8.7 


856.1 


1,700.2 


17.4 




487.0 


11.6 


-54*o 


725.0 


17.0 




2,207,1 


16.2 


1,785.3 


2,728.2 


17.4 




1.110.8 


13.7 


1,709.3 


1,709.0 


17.3 




1.096.3 


19.8 


76.0 


1,019.3 


17.5 




880.5 


11.9 


K517.9 


1,475.8 


16.1 




638 4 


n.o 


1,459.4 


1,162.7 


15.7 




242.2 


15.1 


58.5 


313.0 


17.?/ 



' Rcpicscnts Ihc number of entrants minus the number of dcpariures on the a.vsumptjon of no migration during the Jecudc. Tlie 
rcpbecmcnt rale is tbc number of cntrant.s minu.s the number of dv-partures exprc.s.Ncd as a percentage of the number in the growp 
20-64 years at the bcpnning uf ihc decade. 

Sourcv: Rcplucemcnt data Irom cooperative project ol the Ixonomic Research Service and the Univrrsity of Cicui^ia. 
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INCOME 



This section mtasarei^ difftH^isnces in income levels, 
incidences of low income or ^ verly, and gourcen of 
income by county residence type^^ and regions, ]nte^ 
eoanly income and poverty diff^ences rcsuit from 
differences in (a) population characteristics, i^uch as age 
and education I for they dictate the incomeni^arning 
capabilities of the population, (b) employment opp<^» 
tunities, and (c) payment levels of, and participation in^ 
transfer income programs such as lockl security and 
public assistance program^;. Therefore, differences in 
income levels in this section are largely explained by 
intereounty dif ferencci^ discussetl in previous see lions. 

Here, income levels are reported as median family 
income-that level of income which divides families into 
two equal parts, one*half with income above the median 
level and one^half having income below the median levd« 
Differenceii in income by county n»^idence types and 
regions represent actual differenres based on reported 
incomes^ Tht* rqjorted incomes have not been adjusted 
for residence and rt"g5t)nal cost h> Wiving differences; that 
Ih, they exa^erat<\ to some degree, differenccn in "rear" 
income among metro and nonmetro families and among 
families by regions. 

Estimates of the average cost of living for lamilies by 
residence and region do not exist. Howeveri intermediate 
level budgets developed by the Department of 
Labor for an urban family of four in metro and 
nonmetro areas by regions do suggest metro-nonmetro 
and regional differentials in ^.le cost of living. They 
provide general insights into "reaP^ income differences 
between residence types and between regions. These 
estimates do not upply to rural families (families living in 
places of less than 2,5G0 population or in the open- 
country) and therefore are not representative of the 
''typical'' family, particularly in nonmetro areas* For 
1969, regional differences in cost*oMiving estimates as 
they relate to differences in incomes arc as follows: 



Item 


Cost of living. 
Spring, 1969 


Median income, 
1969 




dollars 


Percent 
ofU.S. 


Dollar* 


Percent 

ofU.S. 


U.S. total 


'0,064 


lOOA 


9,590 


100.0 


Metro 


10,279 


102.1 


10,406 


108.5 


Noiunetxo 


9,101 


90,4 


7,615 


79.4 


Northeast, nonmetro 


9,816 


97^ 


8,698 


90.7 


>k>rth Cential, nonmetro 


9.329 


92.7 


8.291 


86.5 


South, nonmetro 


8,567 


85.1 


6,S34 


68.1 


West, nonmetro 


9,493 


94.3 


8.451 


88.1 



INCOME LEVELS 

Int^county differences in famOy income l^ely 
reiRect differences in employment opportunities, which, 
in turn, are reflected by earning differences. Thmfore^ 
it is not surprising to find family income lower in 
nonmetro areas than in metro areas and lowest in the 
most rural) remote counties. In 1969, median family 
income in nonmetro areas was $7,615—20 percent lower 
than the median of $9,590 and 27 percent tow^ 
than the metro figure of $10,406* Among county 
residence groups, median family income ranged from 
$11,990 in the fringe counties of groater metro areas to 
a low of $6,142 in the most rural of nonmetro counties 
(fig. 20)« In the fringe counties of greater metro areas, 
almost 64 percent of the families had incomes above 
$10,000 in 1969, compared with only 23.3 percent of 
the families in the most rural nonmetro counties (app. 
table 15). 

Median income of U.S. minority families in 1969 was 
$6,308, or one-third lower than the median for all U*S* 
famUies (fig. 20). Across county groups, median family 
income of minority families was lowest-$3,559~in the 
most rural nonmetro counties. As was the case with 
incomes of all famihes, median income of minority 
families, at $3,833, was lowest in the nonmetro South, 
and lowest' of all county groups in the most rural, 
nonmetro southern counties-$3,396, or only 35 percent 
of the median family income. 

Between 1959 and 1969« U.S< median family income 
increased from $5,660 to $9,590 or by 69.4 percent 
(table 16). The growth rate in median family income 
during the 1960 s was greater in nonmetro areas (78 
percent) than in metro areas (67.5 percent). On an 
absolute basis, however, the increase was greater in 
metro areas (up $4,195) than in nonmetro areas (up 
$3,337). Among county residence groups, the two 
totally rural, nonmetro county groups experienced the 
smallest absolute increase in median family income, but 
growth rates for these two county groups was the 
highest of all the county groups. 

Among metro and nonmetro counties across the four 
regions, growth in median family income was lowest, 
both in absolute and percentage terms, in nonmetro 
counties of the West. At the other extreme, the increase 
of $3,162 in median family income in the nonmetro 
South represented the greatest percentage growth— 93.8 
percent. However, this large percentage increase resulted 
from the small 1959 income base from which it was 
computed. 

During the 1960^s, median family income among 
minorities virtually doubted, increasing from $3,161 to 
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Tabk family income in 1^69, and 1959*69 change in median family income, by metro and nonmetro counties 





To^ 


Negro and other races 


Item 


Median 
family 

income.^ 
1969 


1959^9 change 

m median 
family income 


Median 
family 
income, 
1969 


1959-69 change 

in medkn 
fam^y income 


Absolute 


Pei^^nt* 


Absolute 


Percent- 
age 






Dote. 


Pet. 




Dols. 


Pet, 


Ufiitcd StdtG^ 






M 4 




^ 147 






10,406 






7,034 


3 216 


A4 2 




11 034 


A 414 


vO./ 


7J95 




77 ft 




I0.S9I 




1%^ 4 


1 522 


^ 1Q8 


74 0 


Frim^e . . » » * 


11 990 


4 09^ 




8.246 


4 277 


in7 ft 


Medium metTO ^ . . . ^ . 




4 012 


69 2 


6,346 


3,025 


91 1 


Xjussii^i mfitro . . . ^ > . . ^ > . . . . . 






i;7 j; 




2 554 


94 1 


Nonmetto total , ..... ^ ...... ^ ... ^ 




3,337 


78.0 


4 077 


2,294 


128.7 
















Adiacent to SMS A . ... 


R 701 




I^Q 4 


4 902 


2 662 


118 8 


Not adjacent to SMSA 


8,08€ 


3,266 


67.8 


4,431 


2,416 


120.1 


Ijjgs urbanized c 
















? 456 




UA A 
OH 


3 923 


7 777 


1 ^A 










3 784 


7 117 


170 1 


To tall V rui^l* 














Adiaccnt tc SMSA . . 


6,412 


3,142 


96.1 


3,811 


2,241 


142.7 


Not adjacent to SMSA . 






on 1 




1 OOP 


iZo.U 


Nortben^t total 


30,454 


4.263 


68.8 


7,409 


3.038 


69^ 


Metfo * . * ^ * 


10,756 


4.384 


68.8 


7,419 


3,030 


69.0 




0,070 








^ HA 


01 A 




10,115 


4,223 


71.7 


7,792 


3,472 


80.4 




10.980 


4,445 


68.0 


7,932 


3,500 


79.0 






3,651 


78.7 


V ,/ *i 


2,915 


103.8 


South, total * » . * . 


8,079 


3,614 


80.9 


4,936 


2,614 


112.6 


Metro * 


9 J 36 


3,862 


73.2 


5,763 


2,811 


95.2 




6,534 


3.162 


93.8 


3,833 


2,160 


129.1 




10,228 


3.880 


61.1 


8,438 


3401 


70.9 




10 JOS 


4,056 


61.0 


8,761 


3,542 


67.9 




S,451 


3,110 


58.2 


6,287 


2,749 


77.7 



So wee: Census of Population, 1 960 and 1970 



$6^308. For minority familit^j^ in noitmtHro aroat^^ mtidtan 
iitcomi^ mo.€ than doubted, bul tht^ largo percentage 
inerrases were largely a function of the low 1959 
incotnet^ of nonmi .ro nunoritiet^. Although thu increase 
in the median income of minority families outMripped 
the inereat^^ for all families on a percentage basis, the 
absolute difference between median family income of 
the entire population and that of the minority 
population increa.Hc^d by $783* 



LOWJNCOME POPULATION 

The low-income or poverty population k defined as 
persons in households with annual incomes below a 
specified level. The low-income cutoffs, or thresholds, 
reflect a minimum income nee^l of the household. The 
USDAs nutritionally adequate food budget for 
^'emergency or temporary use when funds are low" 
represents the core of the compulations of low4ncome 
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kvt*k If in<!omi' tails hvUm th<* lor \hu\ 

by ihf Suriul Sivurily Adnuinstr^tion in l%4 and 
^^ubHi'qui*ntlY modified h\ a iMMb^ral intiTagi»nry 
rominilliM*, \ary by fa!t)il> mjeo. sex oi iUv family liead, 
tiumbi^r of i^hildn^ii iind<*r 10 years old. and 
farm-nonfarm residence. Tlie i>ne- and lw<>person 
fainilie,s y^wv further diffm^ntialrd by age of head 
(undii*r 6.1 \ears and 65 \ears and over). The VW) 
iow-inri>tnv rutoflV ranged from S1,4H7 for a female 
unrt^lated individual 65 yi*ars old .uid over living on a 
farm to Sf)J16 for a nonfann family of 7 or more 
perM>n> wilh a m.de hiwl. The aver^i* threshold for a 
nonfarm family of fonr hraded by a niale wa> $3,745. 

The h>w ineome eutoff> are revi>nl annually to allow 
for ehan^rx in tin* *<)sl of living as rejleeted in the 
<-onsumer ?ru v Index. Vor in>lanre, during 1959-69, the 
eutoff for a nonfarm family i i lour headed by a male 
im reasi d by 25,9 piTeenl. from S2.974 to S3.715. The 
inioffs are nMnpuied on a national basis only. No 
ailenipt ha> bei»n made to adjust thi* euloffs for rt^gional 
and n^elro nonmeiro differenee.^ in thr eo>t of hving 
(i*Xie|)t for the iarnbnoniarm differential). 

Incidence of Low liitome 

In 1969. almost JO prn eni t>f the Naliim\s poor lived 
in nonmetro areas, a sharr far |rreater than tin* nonmetro 
share of thi* total population. The nn>re rural nonnn*tro 
i ountie> had an even l«u*ger disproportionate share of 
pi)or people. 

In nonmetro areas, the incidvni:i* of povi^ty in 1969 
wa> almost lwin» that of mi^tro art^a^; 20.2 pert ent of 
thi» noi)»nt*tro re.sidrnts had ineomvs below the poverty 
thri'>K'dd, eompared with 11.3 peri^iml in mi*lro areas 
and 13.7 pen ent in the whole lh".Hi>d States (fig. 21). 
The poverty ini ii|eiM*e in the totally niral eountii s was 
twier thr average and mer four limes thai in ihe 
fringe eounlies of greati^r metn) ari*a.s. Only 6.5 pereenl 
id* the populaiion in these fringe ronnties had ini*omes 
below iU% poverty ihre.shold. At the other extreme^ over 
25 pereent *^ *?: iliv niosl rural 4:ounty grfuip wiTe 

among the poverty population. 

PoviTtv was .substantially mon* prevalent amon^; the 
minority population) than anomg thi' total populatiim 
and ^eiih'i-t of all mioiig minorities living in the nu>sl 
rural nonmetro nu'ntie>. \t the ij.S. IneK one-ihird of 
llw* minority fami!ie.^ were elassed as low4neom<* people 
and among mi'iorilii's in nonmetro counties, over 
one-half had ineoine> helow the low-ineonie tlin^shold 
(fig. 21). .Ahnosl 60 pereenl of the minority persons in 
tlw mn>l nara} eonuly group had innmies below the 



lowMuetum* lhn*shold f>vi*r four limes the national 
aVeiMge of 13.7 perevnt. 

tH the 27.1 million low*ineonu* perMm.N 12. i million^ 
or alnu)st one4iaH\ lived in the South, These pi^opb^ 
4vpresenii*d 20 pen^uil of th<' tibial population in thi» 
South (app. tabh* 17). The inridrnire of poor ptn^ple in 
thi* Soulh was almo>t twiee that in the nf>n-SouUu Tin* 
prevalenet! of low^inromt* people was lowest in tin* 
nu^tro aroa.s of the Northeast and North t^mlral regioas, 
while stmthern nonnu'tro eounties had llu* greatest 
ineidence t)f low ineome. In the nonmetrt> areas of thr 
South, 27.7 percent of all persons wore in the poverty 
population. In the most rural of southern nonmetro 
counties, 34.9 pereent of the population was in poverty. 
Almo.st 40 peret^nt i>f ihe li>S. pt>or resided in nonmHro 
ar*»as and 23.9 pereent of all poor Amerieans r(\sided in 
thr nonnitiro Simtli. 

Minority people with low ineonu's totahnl K.2 million 
in 1969, or 30.2 pert <*nt of all low^neome Amerieans. 
Of the minorily peoplv with low iiuomes, alnuxst 
two-thirds lived in the South and nearly one-third wer<^ 
rr^dents of the nonmetro South. Of nearK 3 millioTi 
nonmrtro low-ineome minorilN people, alm«>st 90 per- 
eent lived in tlie nonmetro South, where over half of the 
minority population re.^ided in low-ineonx houst^holds. 

Recent Changes in the Low-lneome Population 

Durbig 1959-69, the number of persons m 
hiw-ineonn* housi4iolds deelined 30 prreent (from 38.7 
million to 27J million) with the deohne being most 
pronouni!ed in nonmetro i*ounties( fig. 22), Asa 4iarf of 
the total population^ low-invome persons declined from 
22.1 pereent in 1959 to 13.7 peranit in 1969 (Ijg. 23). 
Over the samr period, thi! poviTty population in 
nonmetro areas declined by 39 percent (by 6.9 million 
persons) in contra.st to a 22-pt?rcent rodui tion (4*7 
million pi^rson.s) in metro areas. Even though the 
1959-69 deeline in poverty wasgn^at^r in nonmetro than 
in mi»tro areas, ihi- nonmi*tro ineid^Miee of low ineome in 
1969 of 20,2 pereenl was stdl above the 1959 level in 
metro area.s. 

Among eounty re,sidi'nee types, the great e.st 1959-69 
pereenlage deelines in the low-income population were 
exhibited in the four most rural nonmetro county 
groups, where, in e^n^h ease, ihi^ low^int'ome population 
deehned by more than 40 pi^reenl (app. table IB). As a 
share of the tolal population. low^iiR'onu' people 
deelined by more than 15 pen entage points in the same 
four rural <:ounty groups. Large d<»i:lines in nonmetro 
eounties, and partieularly in the mori^ rural nonmetro 
eounlie.s, were a function of the magnitude of poverty in 
these counties in 1959 rtJativc to poverty in more urban 
and metro counties. 
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In hoih Iht^ Soutii and North Central regions, the 
iow«incom<' population di^clinod by i^lightly morr than 
one-third daring the decade; but in the Northi^st and 
We^t^ where the iipcidence of low ineome was already 
relatively low in 1959^ the Iow4neome population 
declined by le^n than 10 percent (app* table 18). 

Relation^ftip Between Low Income and 
Selected Popiilation Cluiracteristicis 

In 1969, the inridvnee of povt»rly was ovej thnjc 
time«^ higher for unreiattHi individuals than for peri^>n8 
living ill families five timt\s hiphi»r for p<*r>ion8 in fanitliei< 
with female head?; than for p«T>Konh in mah**headed 
familici^, and higher among the aged than among the 
nonaged (table 17), These differences--which followed 
siimilar patterns in metro an«l nonmetro anMs and in the 
county re^ideni»e eategorie^ n^i^ulted from differences 
in the inrome-earning rapahiiities and/or opportunities 
of thr population subgroups. 

4^e* Antony the aged, thi* ineiih»niM» of low inwmi* 
was 37 poreent in nonmetro areas^ <*ompan*d with 22*8 
percent in metro are^s (fig* 24)* The percentage of 
persons f>5 years old and over with low income ranged 
from a low of 18.3 percent in tht* fringe counties of 
greater metrr) areas to over 41 .7 piTcont in totally rural 
overall educational attainment. For theailult population 
minority groups had incomes below the low-income 
threshold, ranging as high as 68.4 percent in totally rural 
nonmetro counties not adiaci^nt to an SMSA. 

Family Type* The high incidence ol poverty among 
families with female heads indicates the limitations of 
income-earning capacities and opportunities >f such 
familit\<< both in metro and nonmetro areas and in 



counties fj^uped hy degree of urban orientation. In 
1969, 32,5 percent of all femahr-headed families had 
incomes below the poverty cutoff, compared with only 
6.S percent of all male-headed iamilies (fig. 25). The 
incidence of low income ranged from a low of only 2^8 
percent for families with male heads in the suburban 
counties of greater metro area^ to almost 50 percent for 
female-headed families in totally rural nonmetro 
counties. Over one>half of alt minority families headed 
by female^s were part of the poverty population. In 
nonmetro areas, two-thirds of these families wt^ 
low^^income families. In the nonmetro Souths 69.5 
percent of minority families with female heads were 
poor* In the most rural of nonmetro, southern counties, 
7112 percent of female-headed minority families had 
incomes below th<j low-income level, which represented 
the extreme in the incidence of poor people in the entin^ 
Unitixl States (app. table 17). 

Emplovi'd Male Heaths At the t\S. level, the 
incidence t)f low inci>ine among familie.s with emploved 
male heads was only 4.8 percent (table 18). llowevt»r, 
incidence of poverty among such families was much 
higher in the more rural nonmetro counties^ among 
minority grou|)s, and particularly among minority groups 
of the nonmetro South. The incidence of low income 
among minority families with nonaged employed male 
heads was 14 percent, or over three times the II.S. 
average. In southern nonmetro counties^ 1 in 3 minority 
families with employed male heads was poor, and in the 
most rural of southern nonmetro counties, 43.7 percent 
of such minority families had incomes below the poverty 
level (app. table 17). 



Table 17 - Incidence of low income among selected population subgroups in metro and nonmetro counties, by race. 1 969 



hem 


United States 


Metropolitan 


Noiunetiopolitan 


Total 


Negro 
and other 
races 


Total 


N^ro 
and other 
races 


Total 


Negro 
and other 
races 








Percent with low income 








13.7 


33.6 


11.3 


27.9 


20.2 


52.4 




31.6 


32.3 


9.3 


26.4 


17.8 


51.2 




37.0 


47.0 


32.9 


42.3 


50.2 


68.6 




27.3 


47.7 


22.8 


40.8 


37.0 


63.4* 




10.7 


28.5 


8.6 


23.6 


16.2 


46.7 




32.5 


524 


30.0 


48.7 


40.3 


67.9 


With mate heads. 1 4*64 years 


6.5 


J 7.8 


4.7 


12.8 


11.1 


36.8 



Source: App. table 17. 
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Table 1 b - Incidcn* c of low income among families m\h employed civilian male heads 
54*64 ye^r^old in meiro^nd nonmetto counties, 1%9 



United Stiites 



liem 



Urbanized 

Adjacent to ai; SMSA .... 
Not adjacent to an SMSA . 



Less urbanized 

Adjacent to an SMSA . , 
Not adjacent to an SMSA 



Totally rural 

Adjacent to an SMSA ......... 

Not adjacent to an SMSA 



Total 



Negro 
and other 
raccK 



Ncrtheusi 



North 
CcnUul 



South 



Total 



Negro 
and other 
races 



West 











Percent 










4.8 


14.0 


2.7 


3^ 


8.2 


22.7 


3.8 




3.4 


9.6 


2.S 




$.7 


15.7 


3.2 




2.8 


7.2 


2.6 


2.3 


4.1 


11.0 


2.8 




3.1 


7.2 


3.1 


25 




10.9 


2.9 


Fringe 


2.1 


7.6 


1.7 


,2.0 


3.0 


11.4 


.2.2 




3.9 


12.8 


2.4 


2.4 


.6.0 


17.6 


.4.0 




5.3 


18.8 


2.8 


3.1 


8.1 


22.7 


4.0 




8.5 


31.7 


4.0 


6.0 


12.4 


34.9 


6.5 



5.3 
6.8 



9.0 
9.9 



12.9 
14.0 



23.0 
26.8 



34.2 
34.7 



38.0 
41.0 



3.4 
5.0 



4.3 
5.0 



6.2 
6.1 



3.4 
4.4 



SA 
73 



8.7 

11.9 



8.6 

9JS 



12.9 
13.7 



15.8 
17.7 



27.4 
31.3 



35.5 
38.3 



38.4 
43.7 



6.4 

5.1 



6.6 
6.5 



6.9 
10.2 



Source: App. tabic 1 7. 

SOURCES OF INCOME 
Wii|>;('f> atiil salarii's compn^'d {XTcriit of \o\a\ 
irn'omr of all ll.:S. families and unrdatod individuals in 
1%9. Wag»> and haiarit'!^ in nonmt'iro areas wt:ro slightly 
ii^ss important a.s a soune uf inocmio than in nx^tro arrji?. 
and li>ai«l important in tho most rural nonnuHro bounties, 
■whfirv lh<;y rompri.s<!d only 1)2.5 prrcrnt of total incomi* 
(tabl.- V)). 

ih\ the oilier hand, solf-omploymrnl inmm«> (both 
nonfarm and farm) wah more important in nonmetro 
than in metro areas and most important in the most 
rural nonmetro '>uunties. Social security income was also 
higher a.s a pent ntage of total income in nonmetro artsas 
and most important as a source of income in the most 
rural county group. The same was true of public 
assistanci* income. The greater importance of social 
S4>curily and public ashistance in nonmetro and more 
rural counties results largely from the greater incidences 
of aged and low-incume people in thex^ counties. 

There was little regional variation in the penuTiage of 
income cumpri^ed of wages and salaries. While income 



from nonfarm se]f>em ploy men t as a percentage of total 
income wa» higlw.st in the nonmetro Wci*l, im'ome from 
form si^lf'employmcnt was most important in nonmetro 
counties of the North (Central n^ion. Social security 
income was most important in tlie nonmetro portion of 
the South and North (Central n^ions. Public assistance 
was most important as a source of income in the 
nonmetro South. 

.Among minority groupie, wages and salaries were 
more important as a source of income than among the 
total population (table 19). On the other hand, 
.self-employment income^ both farm and nonfarm, 
comprised a smaller percentage of tot^ income among 
minorities than among the total population, while both 
social .security and public assistance were higher, as a 
percentage of total income, among minorities. 

INCOME SOURCES OF Thfc 
LOW-INCO.ME POPULATION 
Almost 50 percent of the income of the poor in 1969 
was in the fonn of wages and salaries. Social i^ccurity and 



ERIC 



54 



Tubli' 19 Sources of income of families and unrelated individuals in metro and nonmetro counties^ by region and race, 1969 





Wages and 
salaries 


Nonfurm self- 
employment 


Farm self* 
employment 


Social 
security 


Public 
assistance 


Other 
income 




Total 


Ni^fo 
and 
other 
raeos 


Total 


Neipo 
and 
other 
races 


Total 


Negro 
and 
other 
races 


Total 


Negro 
and 

other 
races 


Total 


Negro 
ind 
other 
races 


Total 


Ne^o 
and 

other 
races 



U.S. tot^ 

Metro total ............ 

Greater metro 

Core 

Fringe 

Medium metro 

Lesser metro 

Norunetro total 

Urbanized: 

Adjacent to an SMS A . . 

Not adjacent to an SMSA 
Lcsss uibanucd: 

Adjacent to an SMSA . . 

Not adjacent to an SMSA 
Totally rural: 

Adjacent to an SMSA . . 

Not adjacent to an SMSA 

Northeasts total 

Metro , . . 

Nonmetro 

North Central, total ........ 

Metro . 

Noiunetro 

Southt total 

Metro . , . . . 

Nonmetro . * , 



Percent of total income 



78.6 


84.8 


7.5 


3.6 


1.4 


0.4 


3.5 


3.7 


0.7 


3.3 


8.3 


4.2 


79.9 


85.6 


7.3 


3.6 


0.4 


0.2 


3.1 


3.3 


0.7 


3.2 


8.6 


4.1 


79.9 


DC O 

dS.9 


7.3 


3.6 


0.2 


0.2 


2.9 


3.0 


0.7 


3.4 


8.9 


4.0 


79.3 


85.7 


7.1 


3.6 


0.1 


0.2 


3.2 


3.0 


1,0 


3.6 


9.3 


4.0 


81.4 


87.4 


7.7 


3.9 


0.4 


0.2 


2.3 


2.S 


0.3 


2.2 


7.9 


3.7 


80,1 


85.0 


7.1 


3.8 


0.6 


0.4 


3.3 


3.9 


0,6 


2,6 


8,3 


4.4 


79.0 


85.1 


7.6 


3.0 


1.3 


0.3 


3.7 


4.6 


0.6 


2.8 


7.9 


4.1 


73.7 


79.9 


8.6 


3.6 


4,9 


1.6 


4.9 


6.2 


0.8 


4.2 


7.0 


4.6 


78.1 


83.3 


7.6 


3.2 


2.1 


1.0 


4.2 


5.2 


0.6 


3.3 


7.3 


4.1 


77.6 


81.0 


8.3 


4.1 


2.4 


1.2 


4,1 


5.7 


0.7 


3,3 


6,8 


4,7 


73.2 


79.7 


8.6 


3.4 


5.6 


1.5 


5.1 


6.6 


0.9 


4.6 


6.7 


4,2 


70.4 


77.5 


9.5 


3.7 


6.7 


2,0 


5.4 


6.8 


1.0 


4.6 


7.0 


5.3 


69.1 


80.0 


8.9 


3.0 


7.9 


2.3 


5.9 


6.7 


1.2 


4.6 


7.1 


3.5 


62.5 


75.2 


10.0 


4.2 


12.5 


2.3 


6.2 


6.4 


1.2 


5.9 


7,6 


6.1 


79.3 


85.3 


7.3 


3.0 


0.4 


0.1 


3.5 


3.0 


0,8 


4.8 


8.7 


35 


79.5 


85.3 


7.3 


3.0 


0.2 


0.1 


3.3 


2.9 


0.9 


4.8 


8.8 


3.8 


77.8 


84.0 


7.8 


3.7 


1.6 


0.2 


4.7 


3.9 


0.7 


3.5 


7.5 


4.6 


79.1 


86.6 


7.0 


2.9 


2.6 


0.2 


3.6 


3.4 


0.5 


3.0 


7.i 


3.9 


81.9 


86.9 


6.4 


2.9 


0.7 


0.1 


3,1 


3.4 


0,5 


3.0 


7,4 


3.8 


70.9 


80.4 


8.6 


3.8 


8.2 


1.0 


5.0 


4.9 


0,5 


4.2 


6.8 


5.7 


78.1 


84.3 


7.8 


3.2 


1.4 


0.6 


3.7 


4.8 


0.7 


2.9 


8.3 


4.1 


79.4 


86.3 


7.5 


3.2 


0.5 


0.2 


3.2 


4.1 


0.5 


2,3 


9.0 


4.0 


75.0 


79.7 


8.6 


3.3 


3,6 


1.5 


5,1 


6.8 


1.1 


4.4 


6.7 


4.4 





77.4 


82.7 


8.3 


6.3 


1.0 


0.8 


3.0 


2.5 


0.9 


2.8 


9.3 


4.9 




78.2 


83.0 


8.1 


6.4 


0,4 


0.6 


2.8 


2.4 


0.9 


2,8 


9.5 


4.9 




73.3 


80.0 


9.5 


5.3 


3.9 


2.5 


4.1 


3.8 


1.0 


3.0 


8,2 


5.5 



Source: App. table 19. 

other retiremenlK comprised 29 percent and public 
ab8ii$tance comprii^'^d only 13.4 percent of the poor^'^ 
income (table 20). Relative to the income structure of 
the metro poor, the income of the nonmetro poor was 
compom^d of a j^^it^tly larger percentage of wagen and 
salariet^ and Hocial i^ecurity, and a dubfitanti^y smaller 
percentage of public atisit^tance. Publ " afi^iBtance 
accounted for 15.2 percent of the income of the metro 
poor, but for only 10.6 percent of the nonmetro poor s 
income. 



Wages and Balaries were least important as a source of 
the poor^4 income in the Northeast and most importaat 
in the South. Social security was must important in th<' 
Norti) (Central region, particularly in noiunetro counties* 
As a share of the poor s total income, public assistance 
rangiHl from a high of 19«2 pm*ent in the Northeast to a 
low of 10.6 percent in the South (app. table 20). 

Compared with the income of all people in poverty in 
1969| that of the minority population in poverty 
consisted of a larger percentage of wages and salaries, a 
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Tabic 20- SouTce!i of income of the lowincome population in metro and nonmetro counties, by race, 1 969 





Earnings 


Social 
security 


Public 
asMStanco 


Item 


Total 


and 

oih^ 

races 


Total 


Negro 
and 
other 
races 


Total 


Negro 
and 

other 
raccH 



Percent of total income 



U.S. total 

M^tro tota.^ 

Greater metro 

Core 

Fringe . • . . . ^ . ^ . . . 

Medium metro ...... . . 

lesser metro .......... 

Nonmetro total 

Urbanised: 

Adjacent to an SMSA . . 

Not adjac<mt to an SMSA 
Less urbanized : 

Adjacent to an SMSA . 

Not adjacent to an SMSA 
Totally rural: 

Adjacent to an SMSA . . 

Not adjacent to an SMSA 

Northeast, total 

Metro ^ i ......... . 

Nonmetro 

North CcmraK total 

Metro 

Nonmetro .............. 

South, total . . . 

Metro 

Nonmetro ............. 

West, total 

Metro . . 

Noiunetro 



49 .5 


57.6 


29.0 


16.0 


13.4 


21.9 


48.2 


54.0 


28.3 


15.9 


15.2 


253 


44.3 


47.8 


28.4 


15.3 


18.9 


32.1 


43.2 


46.8 


273 


15.2 


31.0 


33.2 


48.7 


57.6 


32.0 


16.1 


lOK) 


21.8 




60.6 


283 


lb.8 


12.0 


18.0 


543 


65.0 


27.7 


16.4 


9.7 


14.4 


51. 6 


64.8 


30.2 


16.1 


10.6 


15.0 


50.6 


64.2 


31.2 


16.5 


10.0 


14.8 


S4JS 


65.3 


27,7 


16.7 


10.2 


14.1 


51.1 


64,9 


30.8 


15.9 


10.6 


14.9 


51.Q 


64.2 


303 


16.4 




153 


53.4 


67.2 


28.7 


15.2 


11.1 


13.9 


51.9 


64.9 


29.6 


14.6 


11.2 


16.8 


393 




33.0 




19.2 




38.6 




32.1 




21.1 




43.8 




37.7 




9.9 




44. i 




35.1 




11.9 




43.7 




33.1 




14.7 


• <• ^ 


44.7 




37.9 




8.2 




57.1 


653 


25.4, 


16.1 


10.6 


14.3 




65.0 


24.6 


16.1 


9.8 


14.4 


55.9 


65.9 


26.2 


16.1 


11.4 


14.2 


48.8 




24.9 




16.4 




48.1 




24.1 




17.7 




S0.7 




27.1 


« « * 


12.8 





Source: App. table 20. 

imbittantiaUy i^maUt^r perc!enlag<^ of ^ual ^ectirity^ancl a 
much hightT pt^rcentage of public asHistance. AlmoBl 60 
percent of the' income of the minority population in 
poverty came from wagej^ and i^lariCH, about 20 percent 
came from public at^ii^tance* and only 16 percent came 
from social >iecurity. In norunetro areas, almost 
two^thirds of the income of poor minorities came from 
wage^ and i^larie^s while income from social security 
pluj^ public assistance comprised less than onc-third. in 
contrast, the income of poor minorities in metro areas 
was eomprisi^d of over 40 percent social security and 



public assistance. 

For the whole United States^ only 21.5 percent of all 
poor famdies reported income from public assistance in 
1969 (fig. 26). The metro figure was 23.3 percent, and 
the nonmetro figure, 18.9 percent. Thexe was little 
variation in this figure among county renidencc types* 
The percentage of low^ncomc families reporting public 
a8sistance income ranged from 25.9 percent in the 
Northeast to 18.6 percent in the North Central region 
(app. table 20). Tho largest variation in this figure 
occurred between the total and minority populatbn 
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jl^nu}x it ^iri oiinliM) for IWM pi^i i^nl of iho iiu imn^ of 
Iht' nuiiurilN {lupiilaliun in |m\i'rl\, ruinpunii with 
|it*ri rid Un \Ur luldl popubliun in jH>vrrl>. 

Vutit fauniil'^ avruuHird lor onh lllA |HTrrnt uH 

l)inVroMvi*> ill iW pi*r«<*til»i}:«' ul }>our fitmilit^s rvpurlitifi 
|iulilir «i>.M>la}irr mronii' i^'pfMiil upon «linfr»»n<^«^>» in 
ianiiK U|H >^*i^ lhv\ u'hXv to piililit* iK'-iMumv pnij^rani 
ri»i|uiri*nivnt>, TIh»m» flifli*r»MH i»> ainu Innn (I) 

dinimitis in ihv aniuunl of Ihr pnblir iiN^i^lunri' 
rrporb^ii. *i> il it* nutiiitiK p^iynirnl Wt4>. am) (il) 

iHflVivni t> in piHilii* asHi^Uim r im unn* rul4)lT> rriativr to 
ihi* iialioiuil pov^Tix ilirrsholii. 

hihiii axM>lanvp in V)W wa>. no HoubU >trongK 
w^nijhl* d Itjward \id-lo-!-'aniili«> wtlh I 
<;lnldrrh (\HK:) paymrnl^. I5rhi»fils lrt>ni \hv XKDC 
pro^irain »»i i niod larp^K lo low-mromv f«iuitlies %villi 
IWnalr h<M4)>. tliu> «\plainin|r ii lar^i* >»h;»ri* of 
tin (ro-noiiiihMro ^^iltl»r^*n^ ^*^ popnlaUon^^roiip 
ilill*Ti*tn i*s in puhlii* iiKH>lanri^ innuni' 27), Kor 
inMan«*«\ inronn* iVnuilr-luMiJi'iJ tamilio i^ompriMi] 
*W,K piT«'»Mil of aH nn tro lou^inronir famiUt^. Thr 
nonnn^lro fijiun- wa^ prnvnt. Vor \\u^ mWtv 



ininorii) population, it wa> IT. 1 prn t^iU. in i t>ntrast lo 
32.^^ porrrnl for \\w UAi\\ U.S. population. 

Sinvo pn!»]iv axMMantt* p%iynn*nt ]v\iA> am) tuloffh 
ar»\ in J^^*nrrat liiphrr in tnrtro lium in nonnnHrt> 
vountii'> iiinJ hi^iirr in \hv nuihSuutii than in thrSontl^ 
it i> not MjrpriMti^ tli;it poi>f fainiiir.^ rouiprt>rd sniaiirr 
pffr^^nlap^ of lliosi* rrporliii^^Mihiir a^^M^tann' in niolru 
urra> and in iiit' uoiKSouth. W lair ^litv)ltly ovit on^'^hird 
of nn*tro lamilii'> n portinji pnbHr a>vsi.s|ann' mnainod in 
puMTty, in nonno'trt> ronntiPK inorr than onv4ia)f of 
Mirh famiUvN (aftiT roiintinfi tin' public a.s^i^lam^ 
inronn*) bad total iin otn^* h<*low ibr pov^^rty tbmsbold, 
For tbi' ino^i mral nonnu'tro ri)unt> j^oups tbih V^urv 
wa> n«*arl\ 1)0 pi^rrrnl, 

Hi^jlioiKilly, lb<* piTr«Milajio of fa}nibt\s rrporiinp 
publir aNH>tanvi^ invonn' thai nnnainrd in povi*rty 
ranpMl from Xi prrrvnl in tbi* lo55,l prrrmt in 
tin- "^oulb (lablo In \hv ntHinn^tro South, ovor 60 
ptTi^^nl of tbi^ lumiliivs n^piirtin^ publir as>iManri- bad 
ini*om»*> bilow ihr povrrly lr\rl. 



WkhW 1 \ I aniiiios TCponin^» puhhv .l^^^^1anxV inci^inv jn metric ami nonnictm counties^ by racc^ J 969 





J amibCN TCpt^rlinp publi 


c 


AH lannhcs wnh income below 






jsM,srancu income 






h>w-income leveJ 




lieni 


Number 


PcTOjnt wilh 
low income 


Number 


Peiceni Tcpoiting 
pubhc assistance 
income 






and 
othv) 




Nci:ru 
and 
other 


Total 


Negro >,nd 
other ri.)ces 


Tola) 


Negro 
and 
other 
races 



U,S. total 



Metio loi^l 
(ixeatct 
Cote » 
t imjje 
Medium 
le\H7 . 



Nonmelri> total , 

Urhanucd: 

Adjacent iu ;m SMSA 
Not adjacent it) an SMSA 

l^^ss urbam/ed . 
Aduceni to an SMSA 
Not adjijcent to an SMSA 

Tuiaiiy rural 

Adjaccni lo an SMSA . . 
Not adjacent lo an SMSA 





902.20} 


43.1 


58.5 


5.462.216 


1 .540,702 


21.5 


34.3 




671.3 19 


3K.9 


54.0 


3.190,734 


1.000,096 


23.3 


36.2 


Kl 66,434 


450.007 


37.0 


51.2 


1.621.112 


565 ,.^04 


26.7 


40.7 


986.472 


414,692 


38.9 


51.4 


1.299.058 


512.223 


29.5 


41.6 


179,%2 


35.315 


27.0 


47.9 


322,054 


53.081 


15.1 


31.9 


537,262 


165,317 


41.3 


58.9 


1.075,783 


310,577 


20.6 


31.3 


202,927 


55,795 


43.4 


62.1 


493.839 


124,215 


17.8 


27.9 


812.451 


231,082 


52.9 


71.8 


2.271.482 


540.606 


18.9 


30.7 


157.791 


3.*.. 244 


44.4 


66.6 


394,537 


81,874 


17.7 


28.6 


100.931 


31.143 


49.5 


70.4 


264.316 


75.120 


18.9 


29.2 


203.483 


65,393 


53.6 


71.7 


578.237 


154,853 


18.9 


30.3 


222.168 


63.146 


55.8 


74.0 


639.886 


147.116 


19.4 


31,8 


44.203 


13.997 


59.5 


74.2 


133.373 


34.358 


19.7 


30.2 


K3.875 


22,159 


59.9 


74.3 


261.133 


47.285 


19.2 


34.8 



Sounv: rcnsusMi PopuLition. 1970. 
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Tabte 22 1 'amities reporting public assistance income, by re^o», 1969 



Item 


I^amilies reporting public 
a?isistancc income 


AU families with income 
below low income level 


Total 


>Vith incomes below 
low income level 


Number 


Percent 
reporting 

public 
assistance 

income 


Number 


Percent of all 
reporting pub- 
lic assistance 


U.S. total 


2,719,074 


1.171,742 


43.1 


5,462,216 


21.5 




902,201 


528.098 


58.5 


1.540,702 


34.3 




1,906,623 


742,171 


38.9 


3,190,734 


23.3 


Netting ^fiA nihi*r r;)i^6K . 


671,1 19 


362,236 


54.0 


1,000,096 


36.2 


Nonmetfo tt^tal * . . - ^ . 


812.451 


429,571 


52.9 


2,271.482 


18.9 




231,082 


165,862 


71.8 


540,606 


30.7 


Northe^t^ total . - - . . . 


663,957 


242.309 


36 S 


935,906 


25.9 


Metro . » » » , 


597.468 


217,896 


36.5 


782.804 


27.8 




66.489 


24,413 


36.7 


153,103 


15.7 




534.489 


217,559 


40.7 


1.171,102 


18.6 




378,591 




40 A 


657,810 


23.3 




155398 


64,033 


41.1 


513,292 


12.S 


Stiuth tf>tnl 


951,175 


523,926 


55.1 


2,581,333 


20.3 




422,294 


284.184 


67.3 


974.221 


29.2 




466.432 


225,279 


48.3 


1,190.488 


18.9 




222.624 


137,556 


61.8 


486,507 


28.3 




484.743 


298,647 


61.6 


1,390,845 


21.5 




199.670 


146,628 


73.4 


487,714 


30.1 


« 


569.453 


187.948 


33.0 


773,875 


24.3 




464.132 


145,470 


31.3 


559,632 


26.0 


Nonmetro 


105,321 


42,478 


40.3 


214,243 


19.8 



Source: Census of Population, 1970. 
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REVIEW OF MAJOR FINDINGS 



L In 1970, about 73 percent of the U,S, population 
lived in metro areas; over 40 percent lived in metro areas 
of 1 mfllion people or more. For the minority 
population, these pereentages were even higher^ with 
48.8 percent of all minorities living in metro areas of 1 
million or n^ore people. During the 1960 s^ the population 
growth rate in metro areas was 17 percent in contrast to 
only 4,4 percent in nonmetro areas. The minority 
population grew by ov er one-third in metro areas and 
declined by 4.6 percent in nonmetro are^s. 

2« Total population growth during the 1960''s 
ranged from a high of 33.5 percent in the fringe 
(suburban) counties of greater metro areas to a loss of 
4.4 percent in totally rural nonmetro counties not 
adjacent to an SMSA, 

3. The population growth rate in nonmetro areas of 
4.4 percent resulted from a natural increase of diightly 
over 10 percent ^offsetting losses from net outmigration 
of 5.6 percent. Despite net outmigration, nonmetro 
areas retained population better than in the 19501s) 
when net outmi^ation totaled 13.0 percent 

4. Metro-nonmetro differences in age and sex 
structure, fertility, dependency, and educational 
attainment are both determinants and consequences of 
recent and hifitorical patterns of population change. 
Moreover, they will undoubtedly affect future growth 
and retention of population as well. In 1970, the ratio of 
males to females was somewhat higher in nonmetro than 
in metro areas, and the highest male-female ratio was in 
totally rural nonmetro counties- 98,6 males per 100 
females in contrast to 94 J males per 100 females in 
metro coupiies. Between 1960 and 1970, the ratio of 
males to females declined in all county group/; as did the 
difference in sex ratios between metro and nonmetro 
areas. The decline in this ratio as well as the leveling of 
metro-nonmetro differences are thought to be associated 
with the growing disparity in length of life between 
males and f^ales, the changing sex balance of 
international immigration, and, to a lesser extent, to war 
losses. Reduction of the sex ratio in rural areas is related 
to these factors as well as to the decline of employment 
in male-oriented industries such as agriculture and 
mining . 

5. Although the 1970 median age of the nonmetro 
population (28.3 years) was only slightly higher than 
that of the metro population (28 years), much larger 
differences in median age were apparent Within the 
metro «and nonmetro county groups. Within ti^e 
metropolitan category, residents of core counties had a 
median age of 29,3 years— 1.3 y«^ars older than the 
median age of all metro residents taken together. Among 



nonmetro counties, more urbanised ari^as had much 
younger populations than did the moii) mral^oriented 
areas. 

6. Despito heavy outmigration of young adults in 
many nonmetro counties, particularly in the more rural 
nonmetro counties, such areas continue to experience 
high fertility. In 1970, the number of children ever born 
per 1,000 eve^married women, 35 to 44 years old, was 
over 3,500 in totally rural counties -72 percent above 
thr approximately 2,120 chihlren nM]uirt*d for iho popu- 
lation to replace itsi^lf. This conipnr<\s ^vith excessi^s 
above the replacement requirem> nt of 43 percent in 
metro counties, and 60 percent in all nonmetro counties 
taken together. 

7. Higher recent fertility rates and higher median 
ages in nonmetro and rural counties are also suggested 
by the higher dependency ratios in more rural counties 
(population under 18 and 65 and older divided by the 
population 18 to 64 years). This ratio wab77.1 in metro 
counties, 85.5 in nonmetro counties, and 95.6 in totally 
rural nonmetro counties not adjacent to a metropolitan 
area. Hence, this cnide measure of the dependency 
burden of the economically active population in rural 
counties was substantially in excess of that in the more 
urban-oriented areas. 

0. Between 1965 and 1970, 40 percent of 
Americans changed homc^. Although the majority were 
local movers, 17 percent moved into different counties, 
and 8.6 percent migrated acrobs State lines. Overall, 
there was little difference in mobility between metro 
(40.8 percent movers) and nonmetro counties (39 J 
percent movi^rs). Within the nonmetro sector, 
however, substantial differences emerge. With r^ard to 
geographic mobility, the more urbanized nonmetro 
counties were more similar to metro areas than to totally 
rural or les8 urbanized nonmetro counties. In fact, the 
rate of ihmigration in urbanized nonmetro counties not 
adjacent to a metro area was the highest of any county 
type. Twenty-one percent of the remdents of these 
counties lived in other counties prior to the 1970 
Census, and almost half of these people lived in other 
States (1 1 percent of the total). In contrast, totally rural 
counties had only 15.2 percent intercounty movers and 
6.1 percent interstate migrants. 

9. Only slight variations in family structure, as 
denoted by the incidence of husband-wife families and 
the percentage of children under 18 years old living with 
both parents, existed across the county groups. 
However, unstable fs nily characteristics were far more 
prevalent among the minority population than among 
the total population. While 14 percent of all tl.S. 



00 



famili^H wi^n^ not hn^liand^wilV fuini)ii\s. aiiu>ii|2 t))<' 
minority pupialation this figim^ was pvrx'vnL 
Among racial tninoritii^s in nu'tro cuuntu^s, sutrh lainilies 
tu>tnprih«'d 31«2 pt^n^t^ni of all faniilii'h« Thr por€t>ntaj{r of 
pprsiunh undi'r 18 ytms oiii nul living ^vit}) both pannits 
uas oviT iviirr a.^ )\i(ih for ininorilii'^^ ( ilKB piTtMMil) ii^ 
for the total youth pt>pu]alion (i7.3 pt^n t^nt). 

10. Mvdian yt»ar> of x^hool comph^tvd by pi^rsons 25 
years of or old^T higher in motro than in 
nonmHro «ounlii\s (12.2 yi*ars vs. 1U2 yrars)* 
Educational attainment has^ inori^aM^d in the United 
Staler in n^cent years and hnn^v lower eduealional 
attainment of the rural population is accounted for, at 
least in part, by its age structure^ ij\, its older 
population attended school in earlier times of lower 
overalh'dueational attainmt^ntvFor the adult population 
in totally rural eounties in 1070, niedian school years 
completed was 2 yt^rs below the national figure of 12J 
years, and nonmctro minorities had a median of 8 years, 
with only 20 ptTcent completing high school. 

1 1 . Differences in educational attainment In^tween 
metro and nonmetro populations are partly associated 
with differences in age composition. However^ school 
iMiroilnu^nt data suggest that th«' current srhoid a^t^ 
population in nonmetro areas will folhnv the pattern set 
by their adult t^ountcrparts and attain lower lcvcl> i>f 
education than will the residents of metro areas. In 
1970, slightly more than 10 penN-n* of all 16- to 17-yi*ar 
olds in the Vnited State> were nol enrolled in sehoi>K 
This fifnire wa> percent in metro areas and 13.f) 
pendent in nonmetro area.s. Fur minorities, it was 15.o 
pi»rcf»nt^ and for minorities in nonmetro ar^^a^. it wa^ IH 
pereenl, 

12. During the 1960^ the l).S. labor force 
(including the Armed Forci\s) grew by 13 million pe.\Kons 
or by 18,6 percent. This is 5.5 percentage points more 
than the growth rate of th " U*S. population. While some 
of thi8 growth resulted from increasi^s in the population 
14 years of age and older, a large share stemmed from 
increased participation of females. Whertias thi* growth 
in the numbers of males in thi* labor force totaled 9.7 
percent^ growth among femdes totaled »i7.5 percent. 

13* The 1960-70 growth in the labor force was lower 
for malci^ than for females despite i\y' fact that the 
number ^of males aged 14 years and oldiT gri*w by 16.6 
percent. This lower growth was accounted for by a 
decline in the labor force parti<;ipation rate of men 
(from 77.4 to 72.9 percent). The large growth in the 
female labor force resulted fmm large population 
incre^si^s (20 percent) and from increased participation 
(34-5 percent to 39.6 percent). 



14» Whih* the male labor force in nonmetro counties 
grew by only 1 pendent, the female labor force grew by 
one-third. Labor force growth was greatest (44 percent) 
in the fringe counties u*^ greater metro areas and least 
( 0.4 percent) in totally rural nonmetro counties not 
adjacent tti an SMSA. In totally naral nonmetro 
counties, the male labor force declined by 12*9 ptwent. 
Hut, during the )^me period^ the female labor force 
increased by 27.8 percent. 

15. Nonmetro arca.^ will likt^ly need 2*3 million more 
jobs for males aloni' during the ]97t)V if niigratitm to 
metro areas is to be haltctl. This ct)ni)nircs with an actual 
increas^^ of nonmetro male t*mploymenl during the 
1960s of only 139,000 jol>s, Nonmetm ar<*as must do 
belter than they have recently in creating employment if 
the current mctro-nonmetro population distribution is 
to be maintained. 

16. As suggested by labor force growth rate^, 
employment growth in the 1960 V was higher in metro 
areas than in nonmetro ania.s. Over 84.1 pendent (10.7 
million jobs) of the employment growth oi:curr<^d in 
metro areas. Employment growth in metro an^as (22.7 
percent) was ahncxst twic<* that of nonmetro counties 
(IK4 percent). And, among thi: more rural county 
groups^ employment growth was far below the 13.S. 
average. In the most rural county group, the numbi^r of 
jobs wa^^ stable. The lower nonmetro growth in total 
employment .stemmed from the inability of nonmetro 
^reas to attract enough new employment to offset heavy 
lo.sses in their ottractive indu.stries (agriculture^ mining, 
forestry, and fisheries). From 1960 to 1970^ the IKS. 
lo.ss of employment in extractive industrie>s totaled 1.7 
million jobs, represi^nting a reduction of one-third. 
Almost 80 percent of this employment loss occurred in 
nonmetro areas (K35 million jol>s), with such losses 
bt^mg substantial in all nonmetro county grou|>8. 

17. Nonmetro countiej^ made .significant employment 
gains in nonextractive indusb'ie.s, parti<*ularly in 
manufacturing employment. Manufacturing employment 
gn^w 22.3 percent in nonmetro areas during the i960\ 
compared with oidy 3.7 pendent in metro are^is. Almost 
two*thirds of the 1.4 million new manufacturing jobfi 
wen: in nonmetro areas. Hut, in contrast to their lead in 
mamifacturing i*mpli>yment growth, nonmetro counties 
lagged behind metro counties in the growth rate of 
employment in .service industries. Service employment in 
notunetro art^as grew by 28.6 percent during the 1960''s, 
in contrast to 40 piTci-nl in metro areas. Of the 6,2 
million new jol)s in service industries, only 1 .2 million 
jobs were in nonmetro areas. 



Wtwinn) mi*lro and nonmviro lountii's n\Mi]i from 
ilifiVrt*iiPi\s in •^)o{)ubt)on rhtjnuiwstirs, >\u h as a^ji* iiml 
«Miuo4it)onal allainnii'nU as \s^A\ as iVom iliUVronrrs in 
the type iitid availnbiUly of I'lnployiniMU c>pporlunitii\s. 
Thi*y ar<* alM> assorialvd willi diflVn*niM*s in paynit^nt 
li^vi'U i>l\ and partiripalion in. invmn*' InnWiT ]>n>«rr;un>i 
surh as M>rial stHurtiy and publii* assisianriN In 1069, 
nu'dian lainilv imromo in nonniiHro ri)unlit\s was 
$T/il5 -20 porrt'nt li>wt>r than iho U.S. avrrajjo of 
$9,;>*i0, and 27 piTt iMil hmrr than ih*' mvlvo fignn* of 
$10^406. Among rounty rrsid<*nr<* grouj>s^ mi>dian 
famfly imomr ranged from SlKWO in tin? fringe? 
routiiin> of greatirr miUro areas to a low of $6J42 in the 
most rural nomnetro eounlies. The incidence of peoph^ 
li\infr in })ow^^»hold^ wilh ]W) imnino below ihe 
poverty threshtdd was 20.2 penrrnl in ntinmetro 
eounties^ in euntrasi to IL3 perrrnt in metro rounties. 
Incidence i>f poverty in totally rural eounties was twire 
the ILS. average *)f l,i.7 penM»nt and ovit four linll'^ that 
in the fringe rounties of gn^ater nu»lro an»as. Over 
one-third of all minuritii\s were in poverty in 1969, with 
the incidence of ptwerty among minoriiie^ mueli higher 
than among the ioti:! population in all eoiinty residener 
grou}K»i. 

19. In metro area.*- in 1969, familie^ in poverty were 
more likeK to have a ft»male h»'ad, whilr in nonmetro 
areas^ such families were more liki»ly to have an 
employed male hn-ad. The ineidener of poviTly anion^ 
families with rmploycd male heads uas K..> piTn^nt in 
nomnetro an»as, eontpared with 3,4 piTev]il in nielro 
areas. Amon^: minorities, thi^ figiiri' wa> 14 pern-nt at 
the I .S. level, 9.6 p^rei^nt in metro arras, ami 31/* 
|M'reenl in nonmetro arras. 

20. Wages and salaries ttomprised 78.6 percent of 
total income of all l),S. families and unrelated 



indtNiduals in 1969* W^i^sand salaries in nonmetro areas 
were slightly less important as a stnirei* of income than 
in metro areas and least importalU in the most rural of 
nonmetro counties^ where they comprised only f)2.5 
}>ercenl of total inrome. On ihv other hand, 
sellMnnployment inctmie (both nonfarm and farm) was 
more important in nonmeirt) than in nivtro counties aiid 
most important in the most rural nonmetro counties, 
^Social security income wa^* also higher as a penMMitagi* of 
total income in nonmetro than in metro counties. The 
same was true of public assi^stance inconu\ The gre^iter 
importance of social security and public anMstance in 
nonmetro areas and the more rural counties is a 
const^quence of the agr and income romposition of thi^s** 
counties. 

21. Wages and salaries formed 49.5 perci^nt of the 
income of the poor in 1969. Social security and other 
retirements i'omprist?d 29 perciMU and public aasi^^tance 
compris<*d only Ki4 percent of the p4K)rs income. 
Relative to the income Mructure of the metro poor, the 
inrome of the nonmetro poor was eomposed of a 
slightly larger percentag** of wages and salaries and social 
MM urit> and a Hdislantially .smaller percentage f>f pubhe 
a>hi>tanri\ \Vherra,s 15.2 |)iTeent ol the metro poor's 
iiM'tmie rame from public as.sistani*e, it repn»si»nted only 
nX6 perrent of tht* nonnirtro jHior^s income. 

22, For the I nitiMl States, only 21..') percent id all 
poor families rcporti*d ineonn* from publie axsistance in 
1969. Th!> figure was 2*?.'^ penent in metro counties 
and 18.9 percent in nonmetro counlie.s. Poor families 
accounted for only 43.1 percL^nt of all familitih reporting 
pubHc assistanci* in 1969. These families reporting public 
4.ssistance^ but remaining in poverty, totaled ^ 38.9 
percent in metro areas and 52.9 percent in nonmetro 
areas. This melro-nonmi'lro difference is ihie, in part^ to 
h)wrr paymrnt levels in nonmetro areas. 
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CONCLUSIONS 



l*ov«*rly. low <*t)uraUotia) atlainni«'iU« lack of joh 
opporhinitii^^^ ami uiiu^r H)rio(M*onoiiiti' prublt'itis iin* 
iiol roj^lruli'il to n^nlral rity slums, nor an* ihvy 
n^strirl4*d to isolatet) rural arras. Sitntiarly^ growth and 
vitaiity art* not limiti'd to largr metropolitan an^as. 
Kathi*r, ihorv are depri'SHHl areas as weJl as areas of great 
potential in both the metropolitan and nomnetropolitan 
si'elorsof the looted Slale.^. 

Thi' struelure of a eommunily s population is 
associated with the eommunity s eum^nt soeial and 
eeonomie \^>]i-being and with it.s potential as a place in 
whii:h to live, lnti*reountY variation in basie 
demi){^raphie stnieUires, in labf)r fort*e partieipation rate^ 
and «M>m]>os]tif>n^ in oeeupalional stnietures, and in 
ineome and sounM\s of ineonn\ demonstrate that 
^Vell-being'^ derliness repilarly as one moves from the 
most urban to the nuKst niral parl> of our eounlry,The 
|)«>pulation i)f totally rural areas has a rehiliv«Ov lim lev^l 
of eurrenl .norioeeonomit* statu>. 

There is a high degree of inlen*onneetedness between 
a population^ demographie and siH'ioeeonomie. 
eompohition* \reah thai havi* exp(t;rii*ntM*d pridongi*d nt*t 
outmigration tend tt> have populatii>ns with distorted 
age st mixtures and low levels ol t*dueatii)na) attainment 
and labor forer pi^rlK ipation. Moreover ihey are likely 
to have eomparatt\i*K -stagnant- nunagrieultural evo- 
nomie^, eharaeteri/ed by low-^kill and low-wage ji)bii. 



Thi* abovi*eharaelerisliesaeeurately desi^ribe many of 
the rural and less urbanised parts of Ann^rtea^ but tbt? 
samt' eannt>t be said of nonmt^tropolitan areas thai have 
substantial urban populations. The populations of ihem 
areas iMmipare quite favorably wiu thoseofmetropolitiui 
areas in terms of age strueture, si'hool enndlment, 
ineonuN and labor fon*e participation. They also tend to 
be substantially belter off than]M^rsons in the more niral 
sM»gments of Amenea» 

The soeio(HM>nomie status of the minority population 
is parlieuiarly depressi*d in ihe niost rural settings of the 
United Stales. Regardless of place of residence^ however, 
ihi're are substantial dinVrenees between the 
eharaeteristies of the total population and the minority 
population. 

Diffiirences continue to persist between the 
soi!ioeeonomic characteristics of metro and nonmctro 
populations. Regardless of whether one is eoncernfH) 
with basic demographic information such as age 
composition or ft?rtility, or whether on«: is ccmcerned 
with indicators of social status such as income, 
t*ducalion^ or octrupation, substantial differences are 
cviilent among the residence categories analyzed in this 
n*scarelK Hence, geographic variation is a fundamental 
issue which must be considered in future research and in 
the dirvelopment of pul>lic policy. 
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